GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
March 29, 2020 - Fifth Sunday in Lent

“I am the resurrection and the life.”
[John 11:25]

WELCOME

We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



In today’s gospel, Jesus reveals his power over death by raising
Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God
breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the
shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be
raised with him to new life.

PRELUDE Wondrous Love Charles Callahan
BELL

Stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God
who is always present,
who gives life,
who calls all things into existence. Amen.

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet
with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.

Silence for reflection

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have
turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have
wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from
your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us
new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing
to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen.



Receive good news: God turns to us in love. “l will put my spirit in
you, and you shall live,” says our God. All our sin is forgiven in the
name of Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s
grace for us. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs
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1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed thus!”
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3 Je - sus is wor - thy to re-ceive hon-or and pow’r di - vine;
4 Let all cre-a-tion join in one to bless the sa - cred name
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ten thou-sand thou - sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for  us!”
and bless-ings, more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.

of God who sits up - on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with

you.
SONG OF PRAISE Glory Be to God in Heaven (1 & 2)
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

NO

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Sit

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all
from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit,
that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me
out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle
of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them;
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very
dry. 3He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" |
answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 4Then he said to me,
"Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to
these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. 6l will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live; and you shall know that | am the LORD."

7So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as |
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8l looked, and there
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were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in

them. 9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord
GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live." 10 prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 12Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: | am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And
you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 4l will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that |, the LORD, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD."

A The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.

READING PSALM 130
10ut of the depths | cry to you, O LORD.
2LORD, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my supplications!

3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
LORD, who could stand?

4But there is forgiveness with you,

so that you may be revered.

5] wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
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6my soul waits for the LORD

more than those who watch for the morning.
70 Israel, hope in the LORD!

For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.

8|t is he who will redeem Israel

from all its iniquities.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Stand as you are able
(Sung Twice)
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We are turn -ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL John 11:17-27; 38-45

7When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, some two miles away, ®and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said
to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother
will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "l know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said to her,
"l am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me,
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even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She
said to him, "Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one coming into the world."

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said,
"Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did | not tell you
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, "Father, | thank you for having heard me. 42| knew that
you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent
me." 48When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
"Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

A The grass withers and the flower fades but the word of God
endures forever.
C Thanks be to God.

Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

SERMON
Time for reflection



Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra- cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav'n.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we
pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven
the church with your Spirit and bless the work of those who
work for its renewal (like Hans Nielsen Hauge, whom we
commemorate today). Accomplish your work of salvation in
us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve
when creation suffers. Restore polluted lands and
waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms,
floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters
(especially). Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with
eager expectation: those longing for wars to cease, those
waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, those seeking
election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Come
quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who
are held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain (especially). Fill
us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle,
and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this
congregation to collaborate with our community in caring for
the needs of our neighbors. (Particular ministry partnerships
may be named.) Strengthen our ties with other local
congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those
who have died and trust that, in you, they will live again
(especially). Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too,
might live with you forever. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all
our prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Stand as you are able
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

O God, Creator of our wilderness world,
O God, Savior of the lost,
O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering,
we give you thanks for your everlasting might;
we glorify you for your covenant of mercy.
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For forty days you cleansed the earth
with the waters of the flood.

For forty days you taught Moses
the words of your law.

For forty years you fed your people
with manna from heaven.

We praise you, O God.

Grant us, in this season of Lent,
forty days of repentance.
Teach us your words of wisdom and justice.
Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace.
At the last, lead all your pilgrim people
through our deserts to your Easter garden.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Sit

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Stand as you are able
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SENDING PRAYERS

We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in
the wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved
us, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors.

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus. Let us
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May
God console them and grant them peace.

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public
health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant them
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this
emergency with compassion and in service to the
common good. Amen.

BLESSING
SENDING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This (1, 2, 3)
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What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soull What
When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when

1
2
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, [ will sing; to
4

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TIll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love 1is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb [ will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, [I’ll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I will
I'll  sing God’s love for me, and through ¢ - ter - ni - ty TI'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, [ will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.

on, I'll sing on; and through ¢ - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.



DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ,
go out to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Lift High the Cross Charles Ore
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