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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

May 17, 2020 - Sixth Sunday of Easter  
“Because I live, you also will live.”

 [John 14:19]
�

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned.  Through the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation.  
As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 
dwells in us as the Spirit of truth.  We receive this spirit in baptism 
and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will 
transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

 

PRELUDE The God of Abraham Praise	 Michael Burkhardt


BELL 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

 


Alleluia!  Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with 
him to new life.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.


Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives 
thanks.

 


We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created 
us in your image and planted us in a well-watered garden.  In 
the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and 
you gave us water from the rock.  When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.  
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and 
on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the 
water in this font, and for all water everywhere.  Bathe us  
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in your forgiveness, grace, and love.  Satisfy the thirsty, 
and give us the life only you can give.

 

To you we give honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen.


 

Stand as you are able

GATHERING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

  
GREETING


The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And 
also with you.
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KYRIE 
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SONG OF PRAISE The God of Abraham Praise (1-3)    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers 
of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your 
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.

 


Sit

READING	 	 Acts 17:22-31


22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them 
an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so 
that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.”


 

A	 The word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 66:8-20

 Bless our God, O peoples,

 let the sound of his praise be heard,

 who has kept us among the living,

 and has not let our feet slip.

 For you, O God, have tested us;

 you have tried us as silver is tried.

 You brought us into the net;

 you laid burdens on our backs;

 you let people ride over our heads;

 we went through fire and through water;

 yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.

 I will come into your house with burnt offerings;

 I will pay you my vows,

 those that my lips uttered

 and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.

 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings,

 with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;

 I will make an offering of bulls and goats.

Selah

 Come and hear, all you who fear God,

 and I will tell what he has done for me.

 I cried aloud to him,

 and he was extolled with my tongue.

 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,

 the LORD would not have listened.

 But truly God has listened;

 he has given heed to the words of my prayer.

 Blessed be God,

 because he has not rejected my prayer

 or removed his steadfast love from me. 


ALLELIA VERSE

Sing Alleluia to the Lord.

Sing Alleluia, Sing Alleluia.

          Jesus has risen from the dead

          Jesus has risen, Jesus has risen.

He’s coming back to take us home.

He’s coming back, He’s coming back.

          He’s Lord of Lords and King of Kings.

          He’s Lord of Lords, He’s King of Kings.
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Stand as you are able

GOSPEL John 14:15-21


[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while 
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 
in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”


A	 The grass withers and the flower fades but the word of God 	 	
	 endures forever.

C Thanks be to God.   


Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 
  
SERMON

Time for reflection


Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY For the Beauty of the Earth
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SUNG CREED Tune: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”


We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,

Son of God in human frame,

Virgin-born, the child of Mary

Upon whom the Spirit came.

 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

Like a lamb to slaughter led,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

Heaven’s king to rule and reign,

To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

 

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:

Saints of God in one communion,

One in holiness and love.

So by faith, our sins forgiven,

Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,

We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.


 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, 
we join the people of God in all times and places in praying 
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.


A brief silence
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Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden your church, as your 
followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and 
in our living. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health 
of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, glaciers, and other bodies of 
water that give life to your creatures (local bodies of water 
may be named). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the 
nations justly, show mercy to the oppressed, and speak truth 
to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our 
distress. We pray for those who suffer in any way (especially). 
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to 
take hold of our baptismal promises to work for justice, 
advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and 
imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no 
end. We remember the saints who have gone before us 
(especially). Unite us forever in your final victory over death. 
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all 
for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our 
Lord.

Amen.


 

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.


With thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on earth 

          the song of the angels in heaven

          as they praise Your glory for ever:


 


WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS 


We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in 
the wilderness and the garden alike.  As Christ has loved 
us, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors.

 

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and 
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus.  Let us 
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus.  May 
God console them and grant them peace.

 

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public 
health officials and all civic leaders.  May God grant them 
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this 
emergency with compassion and in service to the 
common good.  Amen.


 

BLESSING
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Stand as you are able

SENDING HYMN My Life Flows On in Endless Song
 

DISMISSAL

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.


 

POSTLUDE	 The God of Abraham Praise	 Gordon Young
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