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August 23, 2020 - Time after Pentecost
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

 [Matthew 16:16]
�

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors 
as the rock from which they were hewn.  Jesus declares that the 
church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith.  
God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the 
church’s mission.  Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world 
but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts 
to build up the body of Christ.  From the table we go forth to offer 
our spiritual worship through word and deed.

 

PRELUDE Built on a Rock  

 


Built on a rock the church shall stand,

Even when steeples are falling;

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land,

Bells still are chiming and calling --

Calling the young and old to rest,

Calling the souls of those distressed,

Longing for life everlasting.

 

Christ builds a house of living stones:

We are his own habitation;

	 	 He fills our hearts, his humble thrones,

Granting us life and salvation.

Where two or three will seek his face,

He in their midst will show his grace,

Blessings upon them bestowing.

 


BELL

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

(inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5)


What does the Lord require of you?

To do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with our God.
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What does God command of us? 
To love God with all our heart,  
and all our soul,  
and all our mind,  
and all our strength,  
and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

God does not call us to ease or to comfort.

But to presence, and abundance, 

and grace in our struggle.

Let us worship the God who believes in us, 

and trusts in us, and abides with us.

Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, 

but will be beside us every step of the way. 


UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS 
Here we are, O God; we present ourselves to you. But 
how little we trust you will provide! How we fear the path 
to which you call us! How wayward we continue to be! We 
have been slaves to brokenness, wrong choices and false 
gods that lead to desolation.  You call us to reverence, 
which leads to a virtuous life in you. Lord, forgive our lack 
of faith and loyalty. Make us faithful from the heart, 
generous to the people you send our way, and open to 
your bountiful grace.  In the name of Christ, Amen.  

DECLARATION OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS 
The fruits of the spirit are love, joy, and peace given to you 
through God’s grace. By the power vested in me as a minister 
of the church of Jesus Christ, I proclaim that you are forgiven. 
Live in the word of the Lord and be made new. 


 

GATHERING HYMN Rock of My Salvation 

You are the rock of my salvation. 
You are the strength of my life. 
You are my hope and my inspiration. 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Lord unto You will I cry. 
I believe in you, believe in you. 
For your faithful love to me. 
You have been my help in time of need. 
Lord unto You will I cleave.


GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 	 	
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

SONG OF PRAISE          Rise, Shine, You People! ELW 665
 

 

Sit

READING Isaiah 51:1-6

	 God’s enduring salvation


 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the Lord. 

!  4



 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended.

A	 The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.   

PSALM 67 
 1May God be merciful to us and bless us;

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us.

 2Let your way be known upon earth,

  your saving health among all nations.

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God;

  let all the peoples praise you.

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God;

  let all the peoples praise you.

 6The earth has brought forth its increase;

  God, our own God, has blessed us.
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 7May God give us blessing,

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  


READING Romans 12:1-8 
One body in Christ, with gifts that differ


1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we 
have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, 
in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness.


A	 The Word of the Lord.	 C Thanks be to God.   

Stand as you are able 
ALLELUIA VERSE                                                       

 


Sing Alleluia to the Lord.

Sing Alleluia, Sing Alleluia.

          Jesus has risen from the dead

          Jesus has risen, Jesus has risen.

He’s coming back to take us home.

He’s coming back, He’s coming back.

          He’s Lord of Lords and King of Kings.

          He’s Lord of Lords, He’s King of Kings.


 

GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

	 Peter’s profession of faith


13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You 
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are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

A	 The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God 	 	
	 endures forever.

C Thanks be to God.  
  

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON 
Stand as you are able

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654 
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SUNG CREED We Believe 
 


We believe in God the Father,

Maker of the universe,

And in Christ His Son, our Savior,

Come to us by virgin birth.

We believe He died to save us,

Bore our sins, was crucified,

Then, from death, He rose victorious,

Ascended to the Father's side.

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)

 

We believe He sends His Spirit

On His church with gifts of power.

God, His word of truth affirming,

Sends us to the nations now.

He will come again in glory,

Judge the living and the dead.

Every knee shall bow before Him,

Then must every tongue confess:

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray 
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your 
Son, whom we confess as the living God. Prepare your church 
for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home 
and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to 
the smallest of creatures. Join our songs to theirs, that a spirit 
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of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this 
wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the 
leaders of countries, legislators and magistrates, mayors and 
councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in 
need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the 
governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, 
deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us. According to your 
steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are 
bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call us into this community (name), in which we, though 
many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in ourselves and in 
one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building 
up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and 
you restore your people to joy and gladness. In blessed 
memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved 
dead (especially). Bring us with them to our heavenly home. 
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 
love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Amen.


 

(Peace Music   Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God)   
 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
 


God be with you.
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And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The 
universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath.  We praise you, O 
God.

 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by 
night and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the 
future.  We bless you, O God.

 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human 
life; near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the 
poor; with us now.  We thank you, O God.


 

THE PRAYER OF THE SPIRIT  

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to 
the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 
meal; among your people; throughout the world.  Blessing, 
praise, and thanks to you, holy God, in your church, 
without end.  Amen.


Remembering all your merciful acts,

we take this bread and this cup, and celebrate with joy the 
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,

that this bread and this cup

may be the communion with Christ.
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We pray in the name of Christ, who teaches us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses , as we forgive those who trespass and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION


God of the welcoming table, in this meal we have feasted 
on your goodness and have been united by your presence 
among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these 
gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.  Amen.


SENDING PRAYERS 

O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and 
Sarah in safety throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you 
led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by 
a star you led the magi to the infant Jesus.  Protect and 
guide us who travel this summer.  Make our ways safe 
and our homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our 
heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the life-giving Holy Spirit.

 

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and 
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus.  Let us 
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus.  May 
God console them and grant them peace.

 

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public 
health officials and all civic leaders.  May God grant them 
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courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this 
emergency with compassion and in service to You and the 
common good.  Amen.


 

BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONG   Faith of Our Fathers (Mothers, too) ELW 813 





DISMISSAL

	 Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news,

	 heal the sick, share your bread with the hungry.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE Built on a Rock Edwin Childs 
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