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August 30, 2020 - Time after Pentecost
“Those who lose their for my sake will find it.”

 [Matthew 16:25]
�

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



The Prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his 
suffering, yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart.  When 
Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the 
disciples they will find their lives in losing them.  Such sacrificial 
love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the 
lowly and not repay evil with evil.  In worship we gather as a 
community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our 
suffering world.

 

PRELUDE Jesus, Still Lead On	 Paul Manz


BELL

 

Stand as you are able

GATHERING PRAYER 

Beloved in Christ, let love be genuine, hate what is evil, hold 
fast to what is good. 

Love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor.  
For in this way God’s glory will be made known and all people 
will praise God. 


UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS 
Gracious God,

You have given us a world of beauty and we spoil it. A world 
to feed us and so many still go hungry. A world of riches and 
oftentimes we are unwilling to share. A world to care for and 
many times we think only of ourselves.
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Forgive us, gracious God 
for those times your heart is saddened 
by our selfishness.

 
For those times we have no thought for others 

and no cares but our own.

 
Enable us to see this world anew 
as a gift from you, to be shared and nurtured; 
and those who live upon it to be loved and cared for.

 
We ask this so that your name may be glorified 
through the beauty of this world

and by the service of our lives. 
Amen.

 


ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS 
Hear the good news! By faith we have been saved, our guilt 
and broken heartedness have been washed clean.  
Refreshed, revived, and renewed, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, live as one people who are forgiven and freed, giving 
thanks to God.
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 710 
Let Streams of Living Justice Flow


 

GREETING


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 
you.
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KYRIE

	 Chorus:


Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day.


For peace in the world, for the health of the church,

For the unity of all;

For this holy house, for all who worship and praise,

Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Chorus 

That we may live out your impassioned response

To the hungry and the poor.

That we may live out truth and justice and grace,

Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Chorus 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes,

For friends and family.

For life and for love, for our work and our play,

Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Chorus 

For Your Spirit to guide; that You center our lives

In the water and the word;

That You nourish our souls with Your body and blood,

Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Chorus


Larry Olson © 1989 Dakota Road Music For use solely with the SongSelect® .  All 
rights reserved.


 

PRAYER OF THE DAY


O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to 
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen.
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. 
Sit

READING Jeremiah 15:15-21

	 God fortifies the prophet


 15O Lord, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O Lord, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed?  
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 
 19Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people  
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you  
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the Lord. 
 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.
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PSALM 26:1-8

Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you.

 1Vindicate me, O LORD,
 for I have walked in my integrity,
 and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
 2Prove me, O LORD, and try me;
 test my heart and mind.
 3For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
 and I walk in faithfulness to you.
 4I do not sit with the worthless,
 nor do I consort with hypocrites;
 5I hate the company of evildoers,
 and will not sit with the wicked.
 6I wash my hands in innocence,
 and go around your altar, O LORD,
 7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,
 and telling all your wondrous deeds.
 8O LORD, I love the house in which you dwell,
 and the place where your glory abides. 

Stand as you are able

GOSPEL ALLELUIA 
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GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

	 The rebuke to Peter


21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus 
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will 
they give in return for their life?  
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.”

A	 The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God 	 	
	 endures forever.

C Thanks be to God.  
  

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON 
Stand as you are able


HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 798 
Will  You Come and Follow Me 

!  8



SUNG CREED (tune: Thy Strong Word)

 


We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,

Son of God in human frame,

Virgin-born, the child of Mary

Upon whom the Spirit came.
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Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

Like a lamb to slaughter led,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

Heaven’s king to rule and reign,

To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

 

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:

Saints of God in one communion,

One in holiness and love.

So by faith, our sins forgiven,

Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,

We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray 
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.


God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set 
the mind of your church on divine things. Grant us trust in 
you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby 
discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer. 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal 
your creation and give us eyes to see the world as you do. As 
the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in 
harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give 
us ears to hear one another, even those we name as enemies. 
Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they 
advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most 
vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who 
suffer a strong sense of your presence and love. Accompany 
those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 
despairing, and heal the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer. 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, and persevere in prayer. Make our congregation a 
workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. 
Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall 
your holy ones who now live in your undying light (especially). 
In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.


In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 
love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.


PEACE MUSIC Blessed Be Your Name

 

Stand as you are able

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
The Lord be with you. 

	 And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
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	 We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.


Remembering all your merciful acts, we take this bread and 
this cup, and celebrate the redemption won for us in Jesus 
Christ.

 

Therefore with thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on 
earth the song of the angels in heaven as they praise Your 
glory for ever:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The 
universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath.  We praise you, O 
God.

 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by 
night and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the 
future.  We bless you, O God.

 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human 
life; near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the 
poor; with us now.  We thank you, O God.


We pray in the name of Christ, who teaches us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION


God of the welcoming table, in this meal we have feasted 
on your goodness and have been united by your presence 
among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these 
gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.  Amen.
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SENDING PRAYERS

O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and 
Sarah in safety throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you 
led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by 
a star you led the magi to the infant Jesus.  Protect and 
guide us who travel this summer.  Make our ways safe 
and our homecomings joyful. 


Lastly, let us pray for school families dealing with the 
uncertainty of starting a school year in the  middle of this 
pandemic; we also pray for those in nursing homes or 
prisons who are affected by COVID-19 at a higher rate 
than the outside population; for those who are evacuated 
from their homes in the middle of this pandemic; and for 
the safety of men and women battling wildfires on the 
West Coast.  Amen.   

BLESSING

 

SENDING SONG ELW 783 

Praise and Thanks and Adoration 
(aka Comfort, Comfort You My People)
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“Look, the world is always ending somewhere. 

Somewhere the sun has come crashing down. 

Somewhere it has gone completely dark. 

Somewhere it has ended with the gun, the knife, the fist. 

Somewhere it has ended with the slammed door, the 
shattered hope. 

Somewhere it has ended with the utter quiet that follows the 
news from the phone, the television, the hospital room. 

Somewhere it has ended with a tenderness that will break 
your heart. 

But, listen, this blessing means to be anything but morose. It 
has not come to cause despair. 

It is simply here because there is nothing a blessing is better 
suited for than an ending, nothing that cries out more for a 
blessing than when a world is falling apart. 

This blessing will not fix you, will not mend you, will not give 
you false comfort, it will not talk to you about one door 
opening when another closes. 

It will simply sit itself beside you among the shards and gently 
turn your face toward the direction from which the light will 
come, gathering itself about you as the world begins again.”


DISMISSAL

Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news,

heal the sick, share our bread with the hungry.

Thanks be to God.


 

POSTLUDE Thy Strong Word	 Robert Hobby
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