GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
September 13, 2020 - Time after Pentecost

“Lord, how often should I forgive?”
[Matthew 18:21]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one
another since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do
sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we
hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with
the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation
in the world.
PRELUDE

God of Grace and God of Glory

Wayne Wold

BELL
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
When our faith is tested
and we stumble,
forgive us.
When our feet stray from your path
and we wander,
forgive us.
When our neighbor is in need
and we pass by,
forgive us.
When we let the voices of this world
drown out your whisper,
forgive us.
When we don’t allow love
to draw us to your feet in repentance,
forgive us. Amen.
May God, in Christ, bring to our confession
the cleansing waters of forgiveness.
And that, having been washed,
we might know Christ’s refreshment and release. Amen.
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Stand as you are able
GATHERING SONG
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain
of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that
love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Sit
READING
Genesis 50:15-21
Joseph reconciles with his brothers
15Realizing

that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?
20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly
to them.

A
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

SHEPHERD’S CHORUS
Kyrie Eleison
Chorus:
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day.

Larry Olson

For peace in the world, for the health of the church,
For the unity of all;
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Chorus
That we may live out your impassioned response
To the hungry and the poor.
That we may live out truth and justice and grace,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Chorus
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For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes,
For friends and family.
For life and for love, for our work and our play,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Chorus
For Your Spirit to guide; that You center our lives
In the water and the word;
That You nourish our souls with Your body and blood,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Chorus
© 1989 Dakota Road Music. Used by permission.

READING
When brothers and sisters judge each other

Romans 14:7-9

7We

do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might
be Lord of both the dead and the living.

A
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Loving God, bless these/our children and students. Be with
them and help them as they begin a new year of learning,
teaching, growing, and serving.
May their minds and their pencils be sharp; may their lunches
never be forgotten at home; and may their erasers help them
to remember that mistakes are “okay” – in fact, they are often
the most important part of learning.
Gracious and loving God, bless these backpacks. Make them
strong for the job of helping our children to learn. May their
straps never break; their padding never give out; and their
zippers never jam.
May they never be forgotten in strange places; may the
burdens in them be light; and, may the bodies that bear them
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be strong, and growing, and whole, and blessed – ever
blessed, by your love. In the name of the great Teacher at
whose knee we are all students. Amen.
Stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
A parable of forgiveness

Matthew 18:21-35

21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions,
and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
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A
C

The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God
endures forever.
Thanks be to God.

Sit
SERMON
Stand as you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY

I Come with Joy

SUNG CREED
We believe in God the Father,
Maker of the universe,
And in Christ His Son, our Savior,
Come to us by virgin birth.
We believe He died to save us,
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We Believe

Bore our sins, was crucified,
Then, from death, He rose victorious,
Ascended to the Father's side.
Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)
We believe He sends His Spirit
On His church with gifts of power.
God, His word of truth aﬃrming,
Sends us to the nations now.
He will come again in glory,
Judge the living and the dead.
Every knee shall bow before Him,
Then must every tongue confess:
Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your
church throughout the world; make it a place of welcome.
Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new
ministries of education and growth (especially). Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your
steadfast love. Have compassion on your creation. Where
human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look
to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our
bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle
accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and
wisdom. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide
vindication for all who are oppressed. Free victims of human
traﬃcking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt.
Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine,
poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse
us. Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment
and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a
community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank
you for those who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees
that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught
us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we
entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
Stand as you are able
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
O God before time, O God at the end,
we delight in the splendor of your universe.
Daily we praise your continuing creation,
and we give thanks for your people.
We glorify you, now and forever.
O God of the covenant, O God of the church,
we come as your children to this table,
and we give thanks for your presence
in congregations around the world.
We praise you, now and forever.
You came as Jesus, our wisdom, our guide,
embodying forgiveness, granting us grace,
setting us free, dying for sin,
and alive for the life of the world.
We worship you, now and forever.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again
fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of
Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all
who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of Jesus
and led by the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Sit
ALL teachers are invited to stand
PRAYER FOR TEACHERS
For the marvels of your creation,
We praise you, O God.
For the opportunity to explore and study,
We praise you, O God.
For those who guide us: for teachers and mentors,
We praise you, O God.
Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge. Grant
teachers the gift of joy and insight, and students the gift of
diligence and openness, that all may grow in what is good
and honest and true. Support all who teach and all who
learn, that together we may know and follow your ways.
In the name of the great Teacher at whose knee we are all
students. Amen.
Stand as you are able
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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DISMISSAL
Be the light of Christ. Proclaim the good news.
Heal the sick. Share your bread with the hungry.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Michael Burkhardt
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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