
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
November 29, 2020 - First Sunday of Advent

“Keep awake.”
 [Mark 13:37]

 

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Stir up your power, and come!  The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 
80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers.  Isaiah 
wants God to rip the heavens open.  Both cry out for an 
apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to 
restore.  When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the 
Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire 
and horrible; not like anything we would ever hope for.  But 
when we really look at the suffering of the people God loves, 
we can share the hope that God would “tear open the 
heavens and come”.


 

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP


In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 
In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.


 

PRELUDE In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful	 Taizé Chant


BELL 

Sit

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE: Hope


Pastor:  In this first week of Advent we remember the gift of 
HOPE we have in Christ.  The prophets of Israel all spoke of 
the coming of Christ, of how a savior would be born, a king 
in the line of David.  They spoke of how he would rule the 
world wisely and bless all nations.

 

Reader:  As followers of Jesus, we wait with hope for his 
return.  As we light this candle, we remember that it was 
from the manger in Bethlehem that he came and gave light 
to the world; and we are reminded to look for the light of 


 2



Christ even in the most unlikely places and people.  (Light 
the first candle on the Table.)

 

Youth/Child:  Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy 
world.  This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, 
and focus on what’s really important.  We place our hope in 
you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth at 
Christmas.  Amen.


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND 
FORGIVENESS

 


Gracious God, you have done so much for us 
       and we so little in return. 
You ask for humility, 
       and we are often too proud. 
You ask for willingness, 
       and we are often too stubborn. 
You ask for repentance , 
       and we are often deaf to your call. 
You ask for service, 
       and we are often too busy.

 
Gracious God, you want the best for us, 
       teach us obedience, 
       grant us forgiveness, 
            that we, like Mary, 
            might be your willing servants.  Amen.

 

May God, the provider 
       of green pastures and quiet waters, 
be the Peace in our hearts.  Amen.
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May Jesus our guide 
        on mountain top and in deep valley, 
be the Hope in our hearts.  Amen.

 
May the Spirit of truth and knowledge, 
       our comforter and friend, 
be the Strength in our hearts.  Amen.


 

Stand as you are able

GATHERING CAROL ELW 257 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (1-4)


GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also 

with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY


Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, 
and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.


Sit

READING Isaiah 64:1-9 


God will come with power and compassion

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood  
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people.
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PSALM 80:1-7

	 Let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
 You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
 2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
 Stir up your might, 
 and come to save us! 
 3Restore us, O God; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 4O Lord GOD of hosts, 
 how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
 and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
 6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 
 our enemies laugh among themselves. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved.


READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

	 Gifts of grace sustain us


  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has 
been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen 
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Stand as you are able

GOSPEL ALLELUIA 
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GOSPEL	 	 	 Mark 13:24-37

	 The coming of the Son of Man


[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 
36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON
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Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 436  


Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.   

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 
need.

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our 
hearts to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us 
to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated 
habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling 
floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the 
earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community 
and around the world. Fill them with compassion and the 
power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, 
with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for 
those who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: 
for those without homes facing severe weather, for those 
who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in 
poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, 
sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who 
live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and 
other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support 
them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died 
while waiting for justice, peace, or healing, those whose 
names we know and those whose names are known only to 
you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your 
redeeming work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


 

PEACE
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.


THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Stand as you are able

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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DISMISSAL

Go now to follow the way of Jesus: 
       see others as he did; 
       dare to give freely as he did; 
       and to love unconditionally as he did. 
Go, embraced by the Source of Life; 
       in the company of the Word of Life; 
       encouraged by the Breath of Life. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God.


POSTLUDE	 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel	 Flor Peeters
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