
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
February 21, 2021 - First Sunday in Lent
“Jesus was in the wilderness forty days.”

 [Mark 1:13]

 

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
On Ash Wednesday the church began its 40-day journey 
toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of 
Christ.  This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five 
covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use 
them as lenses through which to view baptism.  First Peter 
connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with 
the way God saves us through the water of baptism.  The 
baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new 
life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.


 

PRELUDE Charles Ore

	 	 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

 

BELL

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

 


Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God

who is always present,

who gives life,

who calls all things into existence.  Amen.

 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could 
stand?  Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.


 

Silence for reflection

 


Gracious God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we 
have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.  
We have wandered from your resurrection life.  We have 
strayed from your love for all people.  Turn us back to you, 
O God.  Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may 
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find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house 
forever.  Amen.

 

Receive good news: God turns to us in love.  “I will put my 
spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  All our sin is 
forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ, who is the free and 
abounding gift of God’s grace for us.  Amen.


 

GATHERING SONG ELW 319 

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (Consolation)


 

GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 	 	
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.
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KYRIE 


 

PRAYER OF THE DAY


Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you 
saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you 
protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may 
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Sit

READING Genesis 9:8-17

	 The rainbow, sign of God’s covenant


8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 
you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become 
a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”


	 The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand as you are able

GOSPEL VERSE


GOSPEL Mark 1:9-15

	 The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for 40 days


9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 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  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 
 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON


Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 517 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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SUNG APOSTLES’ CREED

	 	 (Tune: Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters)


We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,

Son of God in human frame,

Virgin-born, the child of Mary

Upon whom the Spirit came.

 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

Like a lamb to slaughter led,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

Heaven’s king to rule and reign,

To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

 

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:

Saints of God in one communion,

One in holiness and love.

So by faith, our sins forgiven,

Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,

We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION [Celebrate Insert]


Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the 
church, the world, and all in need.
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In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and 
time. Give your church throughout the world a spirit of 
humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good 
news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


You have made a covenant of mercy with every living 
creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction. 
Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and 
science educators. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the 
words and actions of leaders in our community and 
throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the 
lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside 
migrants and refugees crossing dangerous lands. Tend to 
those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to 
all who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great.


In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. 
Nurture us in our baptismal identity and teach us to live within 
it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s 
ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great.


In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. We praise you for all those who have died trusting in 
your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your 
reign. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

PEACE   (Music   Lamb of God / Your Only Son   ELW 336)
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE

 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE FOR LENT   

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

O God, Creator of our wilderness world,

O God, Savior of the lost,

O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering,

          we give you thanks for your everlasting might;

          we glorify you for your covenant of mercy.

 

For forty days you cleansed the earth

          with the waters of the flood.

For forty days you taught Moses

          the words of your law.

For forty years you fed your people

          with manna from heaven.

We praise you, O God.

 

Grant us, in this season of Lent,

          forty days of repentance.

Teach us your words of wisdom and justice.

Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace.

At the last, lead all your pilgrim people

          through our deserts to your Easter garden.


 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION


We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, 
which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike.  As 
Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ 
in our neighbors.  

SENDING PRAYERS 
 

O God, in our global distress we pray earnestly to you.

 

God our Sanctuary,

Gather us, when separated, into your presence.

 

God our Physician,

Heal those who have contracted the Coronavirus.

 

God our Comforter,

Embrace all who morn the dead.

 

God our Homeland,

Mother all who are quarantined.
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God our Friend,

Accompany all who are alone or afraid.

 

God our Guardian,

Protect medical workers, nurses, and physicians.

 

God our Hope,

Assist researchers searching for vaccines.

 

God our Mighty Fortress,

Preserve our societies from devastation.

 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Bless and preserve us.  Amen.


 

BLESSING

 

SENDING HYMN A Mighty Fortress ELW 504
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DISMISSAL

 


Marked with the cross of Christ,

go out to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


 

POSTLUDE
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