
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
March 7, 2021 - Third Sunday in Lent

“Zeal for your house will consume me.”
 [John 2:17]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central 
one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed 
from slavery.  The commandments begin with the statement 
that because God alone has freed us from the powers that 
oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in 
our lives.  When Jesus throws the merchants out of the 
temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and 
rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become 
our gods.  The Ten Commandments are essential to our 
baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive 
to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the 
world.


 

PRELUDE God the Sculpture of the Mountains

  

God the sculpture of the mountains,

God the miller of the sand,

God the jeweler of the heavens,

God the potter of the land:

You are womb of all creation,

We are formless; shape us now.

 

God the nuisance to the Pharaoh,

God, the cleaver of the sea,

God the pillar in the darkness,

God the beacon of the free:

You are fount of all deliv’rance,

We are sightless; lead us now.

 

God the dresser of the vineyard,

God the planter of the wheat,

God the reaper of the harvest,

God the source of all we eat:

You are host at every table,

We are hungry; feed us now.
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God the unexpected infant,

God the calm, determined youth,

God the table-turning prophet,

God the resurrected truth:

You are present ev’ry moment.

We are searching; meet us now.   (ELW 736)


 

BELL

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WATERS OF BAPTISM

 

Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

 

Just as Jesus stretched his hand over the storming sea and 
said “Peace.  Be Still.”, we ask for God’s calming spirit to still 
the waters of anxiety that stir inside each of us during all 
frightening and uncertain times.

 

God, we thank you for the waters of baptism that bring us 
closer to your grace, hope, and unending love.  Thank you 
for water that grows and nourishes your people and 
planet. 

 

We pray for the people and places that do not have clean 
water or their source of water is threatened.  We thank you for 
water to play in: pools, lakes, and sprinklers. 

 

For water that helps us to see beauty and creation: 
fountains, waterfalls, and watercolor paints. 

 

God, we thank you for all the water of the world, 
especially the waters that washed us clean and gave us 
new life in you.  Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN     In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324



 


GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 	 	
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

SONG OF PRAISE Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live 
faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your 
covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.


 

Sit

READING Exodus 20:1-17

	 The Commandments are given at Sinai


1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall 
not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.

 


PSALM 19:7-10, 14 

	 The commandment of the Lord gives light


7The law of the LORD is perfect,
 reviving the soul;
 the decrees of the LORD are sure,
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 making wise the simple;
 8the precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 the commandment of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eyes;
 9the fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 the ordinances of the LORD are true
 and righteous altogether.
 10More to be desired are they than gold,
 even much fine gold;
 sweeter also than honey,
 and drippings of the honeycomb.
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
 be acceptable to you,
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

 


Stand as you are able

GOSPEL VERSE 
 


GOSPEL John 2:13-22

	 Jesus cleanses the temple


13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 
17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.


 


Sit
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TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN


SERMON

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY           Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
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A LENTEN CREED

We believe in God the Creator, whose goodness fills all 
creation with irrepressible beauty and truth, whose 
patience and generosity exceed all human expectation, 
and whose glory neither earth nor the heavens can 
contain.

We believe in Jesus the Christ, the true Child of God, who 
came with a disruption that shook the powers of evil, 
though it cost him his life; who from beyond death came 
back to gather his disciples into community; who refused 
to be intimidated by threats, or overcome by any religion 
which had no grace.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the source and sustainer of 
abundant life, who from the very beginning flows from 
God, enhancing the gifts of church in the service of 
humanity.

We believe in the church as the universal body of Christ, 
in the forgiven people as the sharers of Christ’s peace, in 
the timeless, mystic fellowship of all God’s people, and in 
the life that transcends all sorrow and death.  Amen.


 

Copyright Bruce Prewer, Used by permission

 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the 
church, the world, and all in need.

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, 
that your people place their trust in nothing beside you. Your 
name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your 
people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide 
leaders in the struggle for clean air and water; protect 
creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all 
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people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes 
the earth and skies. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders 
with the foolishness of your peace and mercy. Your law 
defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial 
systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the 
wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect 
those who are vulnerable and give courage to all who are 
suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to 
those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who 
labor. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this 
congregation and our leaders, so that we might follow Christ 
beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our 
common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our 
own interests. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. 
Thank you for all the martyrs whose witness reveals the 
power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


PEACE  
(Music   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery   [1-4]   ELW 334) 
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

With thanksgiving and unending praise we echo on earth  
          the song of the angels in heaven

          as they praise Your glory for ever:


 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, 
which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike.  As 
Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ 
in our neighbors. 

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS

 


Merciful God, hear our prayer for all who suffer from the 
coronavirus.  May those who are infected receive the 
proper treatment and the comfort of your healing 
presence.


May their caregivers, families, and neighbors be shielded from 
the spread of the virus.

Give comfort to those who grieve the loss of loved ones. 

Protect and guide those who strive to find a cure, that their 
work may conquer the disease and restore communities to 
wholeness and health.


Help us to rise above fear.  We ask all this in the name of your 
Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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BLESSING

 

SENDING SONG       Lamb of God / Your Only Son ELW 336  

 

DISMISSAL

	 Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news,

	 heal the sick, share your bread with the hungry.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE
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