
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
APRIL 25, 2021 - 4th Sunday of Easter

I am the good shepherd.
[John 10:11]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen 
Christ brings us to life.  It is the relationship between the 
shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, 
that gives the shepherd authority.  The shepherd’s willingness 
to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love.  First John 
illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another 
by the example of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother 
in need.


 

PRELUDE Day of Arising, Christ on the Roadway  

 


Day of arising, Christ on the roadway,

Unknown companion walks with his own.

When they invite him, as fades the first day,

And bread is broken, Christ is made known.

 

When we are walking, doubtful and dreading,

Blinded by sadness, slowness of heart,

Yet Christ walks with us, ever awaiting

Our invitation: Stay, do not part.

 

Lo, I am with you, Jesus has spoken.

This is Christ’s promise, this is Christ’s sign:

When the church gathers, when bread is broken,

There Christ is with us in bread and wine.

 

Christ, our companion, hope for the journey,

Bread of compassion, open our eyes.

Grant us your vision, set all hearts burning

That all creation with you may rise.

          © Susan Palo Cherwien   Used by permission


 

 3



BELL

 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

	 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 	 	
	 baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

 


Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism.

 

We thank you, risen Christ, for water that makes us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 
grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our 
souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ.

 

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God, now and forever.

Amen.


 

 


 4



GATHERING HYMN        The Lord’s My Shepherd ELW 778

 
  
GREETING


The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also 
with you.
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SONG OF PRAISE That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost 
and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be 
satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with 
you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen.


 

Sit

READING Acts 4:5-12

	 Salvation in the name of Jesus


	5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 
6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who 
were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand 
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 
this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed 
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that 
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this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”


	 The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 23

	 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.


 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
 3he restores my soul. 
 He leads me in right paths 
 for his name's sake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff —  
 they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long. 

 

Stand as you are able

ALLELUIA VERSE

 


Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the Words of Life!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!
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GOSPEL John 10:11-18

	 Christ the shepherd


[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away
—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs 
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I 
have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order 
to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I 
have received this command from my Father.”


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY    The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW 502 
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Stand as you are able

EASTER CREED FROM PHILIPPIANS 2

 


Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

 

Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

 

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

 

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

 

God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:

 

That at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen.


 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love.

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know 
you. Your voice calls us to your loving embrace. Strengthen 
your church throughout the world that we bear witness to 
your expansive love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of 
goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to wholeness so 
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that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may 
abound with life. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your 
heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders and rulers the 
passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and 
give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.  Your 
mercy is great. 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those 
around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that we lay down our 
lives for those in need.  Help us love one another in truth and 
action. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our 
community in our life together and give us vigor as a people 
of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us 
anew with your Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. 
In the assurance of resurrection hope, we remember our 
loved ones who have died in you.  Bring us, with them, to 
dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


PEACE

	 The peace of Christ be with you always.

 

PEACE MUSIC Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us	 ELW 789


INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

 

Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

With thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on earth 

          the song of the angels in heaven

          as they praise Your glory for ever:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  
Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS

 


O God, in our global distress we pray to you.

 

God our Sanctuary,

Gather us, when separated, into your presence.

 

God our Physician,

Heal those who have contracted the Coronavirus.
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God our Comforter,

Embrace all who mourn the dead.

 

God our Homeland,

Mother all who are quarantined.

 

God our Friend,

Accompany all who are alone or afraid.

 

God our Guardian,

Protect medical workers, nurses, and physicians.

God our Hope,

Assist researchers searching for vaccines.

 

God our Mighty Fortress,

Preserve our societies from devastation.

 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Bless and preserve us.  Amen.


 

BLESSING

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING HYMN ELW 385 

Good Christian Friends Rejoice and Sing 
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DISMISSAL

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!

Share the good news.  Go in peace.

Thanks be to God.


POSTLUDE   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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
    
 Regular Office Hours: Monday - Friday - 9 AM to 3 PM 
 Mailing Address: 1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA  94947 
 Phone Number:   (415) 897-2123 
 Email Address:   church.office@gslcnovato.org 
 Website:  www.gslcnovato.org 

PASTOR’S INFORMATION 
The Rev. Daniel Christian 
RevDan@gslcnovato.org 

(415) 897-2123 

OUR MISSION 
As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, and 

powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to: 
Grow in faith and discipleship, 

Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed, 
Love others as Christ loves us, and 

Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service. 
  
OUR STAFF 
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Laura Fitzpatrick Upper School Director ............................................................................
Kristin Lorenz Lower School Director ................................................................................
Falon Barmaki Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin. ...................................................
Gina Johnson Bookkeeper ...................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music/Organist ...................................................................

SERVING IN WORSHIP  
The Members of Good Shepherd Servants of Christ ...........................................................
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music ..................................................................................
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