
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
May 23, 2021 - Day of Pentecost

Abide in my love.
[John 15:9]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
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Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the 
harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after 
Passover.  Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as 
God’s presence to all people.  Paul reminds us that though we 
each have different capacities, we ae unified in the Spirit that 
equips us with these gift.  Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 
disciples, empowering them to forgive sin.  We celebrate that we 
too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim 
God’s redeeming love to all the world.

 

PRELUDE	 Pentecost Meditation	 Dan Locklair


BELL

 

PRAYER Come, Holy Spirit, Come

 


Holy One,

We are not sure what it would be like

if the Holy Spirit blew through our churches again

as it did on the day of Pentecost.  

However, we want to speak the language that you have 
given, 

louder, and  more clearly in  our lives and church.

 

So we pray,

come, Holy Spirit, come,

pour out your fire of love upon us 

to be the body of Christ

in a world that is often hurting, hungry, and cynical.

 

We want to bring the good news to the poor,

heal the broken-hearted,

preach deliverance to captives,

bring recovery of sight to the blind

and set at liberty all who are bruised.

 

As your people,

we pray for all who suffer, are poor,
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despairing, burdened, blind, and battered.

 

In your loving Spirit,

we pray for health and wholeness for those who are

       physically ill,

for those who are mentally ailing,

for those who are spiritually unwell.

 

We pray for the healing of your creation,

and the renewal of the face of the land.

 

We pray for those who are thirsty,

that they would drink from your fountain of living waters

and never thirst again.  Amen. 


 


Stand as you are able

GATHERING SONG ELW 400 

God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind  
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GREETING

The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also 
with you.


 

SONG OF PRAISE Sing Out, Earth and Skies 
 


Come, O God of all the earth; 
          come to us, O Righteous One. 
Come and bring our love to birth 
          in the glory of your Son. 
Refrain:

Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you.  
Raise your joyful cries; 
Dance to the life around you.

Come, O God of wind and flame; 
          fill the earth with righteousness. 
Teach us all to sing your name; 
          may our lives your love confess. (Refrain) 
 
Come, O God of flashing light; 
          twinkling star and burning sun. 
God of day and God of night; 
          in your light we all are one. (Refrain) 
 
Come, O God of snow and rain; 
          shower down upon the earth. 
Come, O God of joy and pain; 
          God of sorrow, God of mirth. (Refrain) 
 
Come, O Justice, come, O Peace; 
          come and shape our hearts anew. 
Come and make oppression cease; 
          bring us all to life in you. (Refrain)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit 
brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by 
your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.


 


Sit

READING	 	 Acts 2:1-21


1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 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19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”


	 The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 104:24, 30-34

	 Send forth your Spirit to renew the face of the earth.


24O LORD, how manifold are your works!
 In wisdom you have made them all;
 the earth is full of your creatures.
 30When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
 and you renew the face of the ground.
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
 may the LORD rejoice in his works — 
 32who looks on the earth and it trembles,
 who touches the mountains and they smoke.
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
 I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
 34May my meditation be pleasing to him,
 for I rejoice in the LORD.

READING	 	 Romans 8:22-23, 26-27

          Praying with the Spirit


22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
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Stand as you are able

ALLELUIA VERSE

 


Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the Words of Life!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!


GOSPEL John 16:13-15

Christ sends the spirit of truth


13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will 
not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said 
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

Time for Reflection

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY        Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396
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SUNG CREED We Believe 
 


We believe in God the Father,

Maker of the universe,

And in Christ His Son, our Savior,

Come to us by virgin birth.

We believe He died to save us,

Bore our sins, was crucified,

Then, from death, He rose victorious,

Ascended to the Father's side.

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)
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We believe He sends His Spirit

On His church with gifts of power.

God, His word of truth affirming,

Sends us to the nations now.

He will come again in glory,

Judge the living and the dead.

Every knee shall bow before Him,

Then must every tongue confess:

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)


 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love.

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it 
with many and varied gifts. In the church throughout the 
world, strengthen us in our visioning and dreaming, that it 
may discover anew the Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The 
earth is full of your creatures, living things both great and 
small. Open your hand and give them the necessities of this 
life. Send your fresh Spirit over the face of the earth. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people 
speaking different languages proclaimed and heard together 
your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy 
Spirit, so that they exercise your gracious will in the lives of 
people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, 
even the sighs of our hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in 
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distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need this 
day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of love, fill this congregation with gratitude for the gifts 
we have received from you. Renew our ministries, heal our 
divisions, and open us to the needs of our neighbors. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal 
song of praise. We give you thanks for the many gifts of your 
people and rejoice in the witness of your saints. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


 

PEACE

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE FOR PENTECOST 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

 


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

Thanks to you, O God, for the power of your loving Spirit.  We 
worship you for your Spirit, who forms life out of chaos and 
dust.  We bless you for your Spirit, who ignites the words of 
the prophets.

We praise you for your Spirit who brings your people 
together in unity.
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Glory to you, O God, for the comfort of your Spirit.  By your 
Spirit your Son preached and healed, rebuked and forgave.  
Dying on the cross for a wounded world, he gave over his 
Spirit.  Risen from death, Christ pours out your Spirit on all 
who believe.

 

On this assembly, come, Holy Spirit.

 

On this bread and wine, come, Holy Spirit.

 

On this earth, its waters and lands and skies; on plants and 
animals, and even on the stars, come, Holy Spirit.

 

Shower on us your gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  
Sanctify the whole earth with your truth.  Bring us at the end 
with all your children into your homeland of mercy.


 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
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Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS

 


We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in the 
wilderness and the garden alike.  As Christ has loved us, so 
send us to love Christ in our neighbors.

 

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and 
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus.  Let us 
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus.  May 
God console them and grant them peace.

 

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public 
health officials and all civic leaders.  May God grant them 
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this 
emergency with compassion and in service to the 
common good.  Amen.


 

BLESSING

 

SENDING SONG They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love

 


We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,

And we pray that all unity will one day be restored.

	 Refrain: And they’ll know we are Christians by our 

love, by our love.

	 Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our 

love.

 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our 
land.


Refrain
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We will work with each other, we will work side by side,

We will work with each other, we will work side by side,

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity, and save each one’s 
pride.

	 Refrain

 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,

And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son,

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one.


Refrain

 

DISMISSAL

 


Holy Spirit, fill us up.

Give us strength, give us power.

 

Holy Spirit, fill us up. 

Make us one, sisters and brothers.

 

Holy Spirit, fill us up. 

Give us strength to share your truth.

 

Holy Spirit, fill us up. 

Send us out, to live for you.  Amen.  Thanks be to God.


 

POSTLUDE O Holy Spirit, Enter In	 Wayne Wold
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
    
 Regular Office Hours: Monday - Friday - 9 AM to 3 PM 
 Mailing Address: 1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA  94947 
 Phone Number:   (415) 897-2123 
 Email Address:   church.office@gslcnovato.org 
 Website:  www.gslcnovato.org 

PASTOR’S INFORMATION 
The Rev. Daniel Christian 
RevDan@gslcnovato.org 

(415) 897-2123 

OUR MISSION 
As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, and 

powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to: 
Grow in faith and discipleship, 

Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed, 
Love others as Christ loves us, and 

Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service. 
  
OUR STAFF 
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Laura Fitzpatrick Upper School Director ............................................................................
Kristin Lorenz Lower School Director ................................................................................
Falon Barmaki Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin. ...................................................
Gina Johnson Bookkeeper ...................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music/Organist ...................................................................

SERVING IN WORSHIP  
The Members of Good Shepherd Servants of Christ ...........................................................
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music ..................................................................................
Emma Langford Lector .......................................................................................................
Andrea Hartmann  Lector ....................................................................................................
Lara Urfer Lector .................................................................................................................
Peyton Barmaki Lector ........................................................................................................
Ashley Hjort Lector .............................................................................................................
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