
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
June 13, 2021 - 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
“The birds of the air make nests in its shade.”

[Mark 4:32]

 

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters birds, 
recalling ancient images of the tree of life.  We’d expect a 
cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better 
imaged in a tiny, no-account seed.  It’s not the way we expect 
divine activity to look.  Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross 
around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted 
through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in 
the cup we share.  It may not appear all that impressive, but 
while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 
understanding.


 

PRELUDE Bread of Peace 

BELL

 

Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!


 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,

          as the presiding minister begins.


Blessed be God, who forgives,

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen.

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us 
remember the gift of baptism.


Silence for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against 
you, against one another, and against the earth entrusted 
to our care.

 


 2



We are worried and distracted by many things, and we fail 
to love you above all else.

 

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from 
our neighbors in need.

 

Forgive us, God of Mercy, so that we may live in the 
freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

 

When we were laid low, God made us alive in Christ, forgiving 
us all our trespasses.  Christ has set us free: we rejoice in 
this good news!  Amen.


GATHERING SONG	 	 (Tune: Amazing Grace) 

We walk by faith and not by sight; 
With gracious words draw near, 
O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke: 
“My peace be with you here.” 
 
We may not touch your hands and side, 
Nor follow where you trod; 
But in your promise we rejoice, 
And cry, “My Lord and God!” 
 
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
And may our faith abound 
To call on you when you are near, 
And seek where you are found: 
 
That, when our life of faith is done, 
In realms of clearer light 
We may behold you as you are, 
With full and endless sight.
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GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 	 	
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may 
bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.


 

Sit

READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

	 Sign of the cedar, planted on the mountain of Israel


22Thus says the Lord God:  
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know 
  that I am the Lord. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the Lord have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it.
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PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15  

	 The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.


 1It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
 2to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 and your faithfulness by night, 
 3to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 to the melody of the lyre. 
 4For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
 12The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 
 and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
 13They are planted in the house of the LORD; 
 they flourish in the courts of our God. 
 14In old age they still produce fruit; 
 they are always green and full of sap, 
 15showing that the LORD is upright; 
 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.


 

Stand as you are able

GOSPEL ALLELUIA

	 	 (Tune: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence)

 


Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the Words of Life!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!


 

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

	 The parable of the mustard seed


26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed 
on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of 
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet 
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when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 
able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything in private to his disciples.


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

Silence for reflection

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY      For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679
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SUNG APOSTLES’ CREED

	 	 (Tune: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing) 
 


We believe in God the Father, 
God almighty, by whose plan 
Earth and heaven sprang to being, 
All created things began. 
We believe in Christ the Savior, 
Son of God in human frame, 
Virgin-born, the child of Mary 
Upon whom the Spirit came. 
  
Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 
Like a lamb to slaughter led, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
He descended to the dead. 
We believe in Jesus risen, 
Heaven’s king to rule and reign, 
To the Father’s side ascended 
Till as judge he comes again. 
  
We believe in God the Spirit; 
In one Church, below, above: 
Saints of God in one communion, 
One in holiness and love. 
So, by faith, our sins forgiven, 
Christ our Savior, Lord and friend, 
We shall rise with him in glory 
To the life that knows no end.


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven 
your church, so that the good news of your grace may root 
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and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer.


Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your 
goodness. From the depths of the soil to the highest 
mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places 
suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. 
Grant them the ability to regard those under their charge with 
humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and 
provide relief to those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, 
especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and 
homelessness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We 
give thanks and pray for our church musician(s) (especially). 
We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this 
place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and 
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who 
are now at home with you. We look forward to that day when 
we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding 
grace. Amen.


 

PEACE

 

Stand as you are able
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

 


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

Thanks to you, O God, for the power of your loving Spirit.  We 
worship you for your Spirit, who forms life out of chaos and 
dust.  We bless you for your Spirit, who ignites the words of 
the prophets.

We praise you for your Spirit who brings your people 
together in unity.

 

Glory to you, O God, for the comfort of your Spirit.  By your 
Spirit your Son preached and healed, rebuked and forgave.  
Dying on the cross for a wounded world, he gave over his 
Spirit.  Risen from death, Christ pours out your Spirit on us 
who believe.

 

On this bread and wine, Come, Holy Spirit.

 

On this earth, its waters and lands and skies; on plants and 
animals, and even on the stars, Come, Holy Spirit.

 

Shower on us your gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  
Sanctify the whole earth with your truth.  Bring us at the end 
with all your children into your homeland of mercy.


 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS

 


O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and 
Sarah in safety throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you 
led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by 
a star you led the magi to the infant Jesus.  Protect and 
guide us who travel this summer.  Make our ways safe 
and our homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our 
heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the life-giving Holy Spirit.

 

Finally, let us pray:

 

For all who have contracted coronavirus, we pray for care 
and healing.

 

For those who are particularly vulnerable, we pray for safety 
and protection.
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For all who experience fear or anxiety, we pray for peace of 
mind and spirit.

 

For families who are facing difficult decisions between food 
on the table or public safety, we pray for policies that 
recognize their plight.

 

For those who do not have adequate health insurance, we 
pray that no family will face financial burdens alone.

 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration 
status, we pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of 
all.

 

For public officials and decisionmakers, we pray for wisdom 
and guidance.

 

Grant peace.  Grant comfort.  Grant healing.  Grant 
wisdom.  Grant plenty.  May your Church be a sign of 
hope, comfort, and love to all.  Amen.


 

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG      Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
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DISMISSAL

	 Go in peace.  Live in love, as Christ has loved us.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE Fanfare	 Antonio Soler 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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
    
 Regular Office Hours: Monday - Friday - 9 AM to 3 PM 
 Mailing Address: 1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA  94947 
 Phone Number:   (415) 897-2123 
 Email Address:   church.office@gslcnovato.org 
 Website:  www.gslcnovato.org 

PASTOR’S INFORMATION 
The Rev. Daniel Christian 
RevDan@gslcnovato.org 

(415) 897-2123 

OUR MISSION 
As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, and 

powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to: 
Grow in faith and discipleship, 

Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed, 
Love others as Christ loves us, and 

Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service. 
  
OUR STAFF 
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Laura Fitzpatrick Upper School Director ............................................................................
Kristin Lorenz Lower School Director ................................................................................
Falon Barmaki Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin. ...................................................
Gina Johnson Bookkeeper ...................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music/Organist ...................................................................

SERVING IN WORSHIP  
The Members of Good Shepherd Servants of Christ ...........................................................
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music ..................................................................................
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