
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 4, 2021 - 6th Sunday after Pentecost

“Jesus began to send them out two by two.”

 [Mark 6:7]




WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.


Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples 
authority over demons.  Yet none of this power is unilateral; it 
all must be received by faith.  Jesus asks his disciples to go 
out without money or supplies, so that they will be dependent 
on how others receive them.  When we are sent from the 
assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked to be 
vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others.  The 
Spirit always operates in the “between”: between Jesus and 
his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, 
between us and those to whom we are sent.


 

PRELUDE	 O Day of Peace	 C. Hubert H. Parry

 


O day of peace that dimly shines

through all our hope and prayer and dreams,

Guide us to justice, truth, and love,

delivered from our selfish schemes.

May swords of hate fall from our hands,

our hearts from envy find release,

Till by God’s grace our warring world

shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace.

 

Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb,

          nor shall the fierce devour the small;

As beasts and cattle calmly graze,

          a little child shall lead them all.

Then enemies shall learn to love,

          all creatures find their true accord;

The hope of peace shall be fulfilled,

          for all the earth shall know the Lord. 
                                                       


BELL
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Stand as you are able

God be with you.

And also with you.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!


 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Renew This Nation based on Isaiah 2:4-5 
 


Eternal God, before you nations rise and fall.

Help us see our country’s wrong,

and to choose your way of reunion and renewal.

Great God, renew this nation.

 

Give us a glimpse of the Kingdom you are bringing to earth,

where death and violence and hunger will be no more,

and where all nations gather in the light of your presence.

Great God, renew this nation.

 

Teach us peace,

that we may plow up battlefields

and pound weapons into building tools,  

and learn to talk across old boundaries

as brothers and sisters in your love.

Great God, renew this nation.

 

Talk sense to us,

so that we may wisely end all prejudices,

and may put a stop to injustice and cruelty,

which divides or wounds the human family.

Great God, renew this nation.

 

Draw us together as one people who do your will,

so that we may be a light to our nation,

leading the way to your promised kingdom.

Great God, renew this nation.
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Great God, Eternal God,

show us there is no law or liberty apart from you;

and let us serve you whole-heartedly,

as your devoted followers,

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.


 

From the Idlewild Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tennessee.

 

GATHERING SONG	 We Are Called	 ELW 720 
 

GREETING


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 
you.


 

SONG OF PRAISE	         Before You, Lord, We Bow	 ELW 893
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim 
the coming of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave 
the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and 
peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.


 

Sit

PSALM 123

	 Our eyes look to you, O God.


1To you I lift up my eyes, 
  to you enthroned in the heavens. 
 2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes 
of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 
  so our eyes look to you, O Lord our God, until you show us your 
mercy. 
 3Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, 
  for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
 4too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, 
  and of the derision of the proud. 


 

READING	 	 2 Corinthians 12:8-10

	 God’s power made perfect in weakness


8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave 
me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 
10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I 
am weak, then I am strong.

 


Stand as you are able

GOSPEL VERSE 
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GOSPEL		 Mark 6:1-13

	 Sending the Twelve to preach and heal


1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On 
the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all 
this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds 
of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense 
at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, 
except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their 
own house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that 
he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6And he 
was amazed at their unbelief.  
  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the 
twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 
authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing 
for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said 
to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the 
place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a 
testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all 
should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil 
many who were sick and cured them.


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

Silence for reflection
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Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY	              Christ, Be Our Light	 ELW 715 
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SUNG CREED		 We Believe 
 


We believe in God the Father,

Maker of the universe,

And in Christ His Son, our Savior,

Come to us by virgin birth.

We believe He died to save us,

Bore our sins, was crucified,

Then, from death, He rose victorious,

Ascended to the Father's side.

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)

 

We believe He sends His Spirit

On His church with gifts of power.

God, His word of truth affirming,

Sends us to the nations now.

He will come again in glory,

Judge the living and the dead.

Every knee shall bow before Him,

Then must every tongue confess:

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of 
all races, ethnicities, and languages as your beloved children. 
Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that your gospel 
may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the 
universe. We give you thanks for the moon and stars, for the 
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planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries 
of the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death 
and rescue us from all forms of spiritual, social, and political 
oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and deliver 
us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom 
for works of liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of 
Jesus Christ in solidarity with the disempowered. Strengthen 
those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and 
bring wholeness to those in need.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim 
your love. We pray for our outreach ministries). Equip us as 
we leave this place to witness and serve our neighbors. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth 
prophets who move us towards freedom. Thank you for those 
who work for human rights, community organizers, and all 
who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding 
grace.  Amen.

 


PEACE

 

Stand as you are able


INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

 


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

With thanksgiving and unending joy we praise you, our God, 
and we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven as 
they praise your glory for ever:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 

COMMUNION

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS

 


God, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go:  Keep safe those who 
travel this summer; surround them with your loving care; 
protect them from every danger; and bring them safely to 
their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.


 

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG	 This Is My Song	 ELW 887


 


DISMISSAL

	 Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news, heal the sick, share 	 	
	 our bread with the hungry.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE	 O Day of Peace	 arr. Jeffrey Blersch
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