
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
December 5, 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent

“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
 [Luke 3:4]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our 
God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may 
be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could 
as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord 
of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in 
the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for 
the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a 
vision of the “salvation of God.” 
   

PRELUDE Concerto in G Major and Amazing Grace


BELL 

Sit

LIGHTING THE SECOND CANDLE OF ADVENT: PEACE

 


Pastor:  In this second week of Advent we remember the gift 
of PEACE we have in Christ.  Peace is a gift that we must be 
prepared for and must work for.  God gives us the gift of 
peace when we turn to him working together in faith. 

 

Reader:  Through John the Baptist and all the other 
prophets, God asks us to prepare the way of the Lord, 
whom the prophet Isaiah calls “the Prince of Peace.”  As we 
light this candle, we look with hope for the day that Christ’s 
peace will reign in our hearts, in our homes, in our 
communities, and in our world; and we are reminded to 
work for the peace of Christ to come and take root in us.  
(Light the first and second candles on the Table.) 

 

All:  Let us pray.  Loving God, we thank you for the gift of 
peace you give us through Jesus.  Help us prepare our 
hearts for our Lord’s coming by working for Christ’s 
peace to take root in our family.  
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Youth/Child:  Dear Jesus, you entered our world on 
Christmas as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, we want to 
strive to become the best we can be.  Fill us with a deep 
and lasting peace.  Help us share that peace with everyone 
we meet, especially those who need it most.  Amen.


THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
	 Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,


we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.


We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.


Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family.  Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your 
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs 
of your promise and servants of all.


We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 
Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love.


To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We turn to you and lay 
down our burdens.  They are heavy and we put them in 
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your loving hands.  In your compassion forgive us. Turn 
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
	 Christ said:


You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart,

and with all your soul,

and with all your mind.

This is the first and greatest commandment.

And a second is like it:

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.


Matthew 22: 37-40

 


Stand as you are able

GATHERING CAROL    Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
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SONG OF PRAISE O Come All Ye Faithful 
Ruth Koenig, Violin


Ann Nilsson Davis, Piano

Congregation only sings 3rd verse 

O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come and behold him,

born the king of angels:


Refrain 
	 O come, let us adore him,

	 O come, let us adore him,

	 O come, let us adore him,

	 Christ the Lord!


The highest, most holy,

light of light eternal,

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;

Son of the Father

now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  
born this happy morning. 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father,  
now in flesh appearing! 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

Sit 
GREETING


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world 
knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen.


READING Malachi 3:1-4

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight
—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will 

sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

READING Luke 1:68-79

 68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked 
favorably on his people and redeemed them. 69He has raised 
up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 
David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets 
from of old, 71that we would be saved from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has shown the 
mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his 
holy covenant, 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor 
Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the 
hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76And 
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 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 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the 
forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of our God, 
 the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.”


Stand as you are able

GOSPEL ALLELUIA 

GOSPEL	 	 	 Luke 3:1-6

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 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5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”


Sit

SERMON


Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY Joy to the World ELW 267 
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ADVENT CREED OF DARKNESS AND LIGHT 
Let us join together in the words of our Advent Creed. 
We believe in God, robed in splendor, veiled in 
mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light. 

We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tested 
and put to death, but whose radiance could not be 
quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of color to a 
dull, drab world: reviving the weary, healing the 
wounded, unsettling the satisfied. 

We walk with God, guided by the light of God’s 
loving spirit; the light which enters the shadowed 
places of our hearts and leads us into truth and life. 

We wait for God, and for the fulfillment of God’s 
promises; for the time when the darkness will hold 
no fear and the light will show the way, and creation 
will be made whole once more and God’s peace will 
reign forever. Amen. 
Written by Cally Booker - From Candles & Conifers: Resources for All Saints’ and Advent, 
Compilation by Ruth Burgess, Wild Goose Publications, 2005. 

OFFERING 

Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all 
people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of 
your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay 
preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and 
our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy 
is great. 
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Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. 
Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us into right 
relationship with the earth that you create and call good. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses 
to work on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, 
and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in 
poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their 
commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our 
ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to 
those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill.  Grant them 
healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are 
poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard questions 
and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike 
a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated 
and those more humbly remembered. Confident that your 
work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your 
coming. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 
name of Jesus.  Amen.


PEACE
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Sit

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE FOR ADVENT 

 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 


Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.


With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISTRIBUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Stand as you are able

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG Go Tell it on the Mountain ELW 290
 

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Processional in C by Hal Hopson	  
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Full Name of all family members __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

Phone #_________________________________ 

Email Address ___________________________ 

Check all that apply: 
 I am a member of GSLC 
 I am a GSLS family 
 I’m interested in becoming a member of GSLC 

I would like to receive Good Shepherd Church Newsletter Emails

PLEASE FILL OUT AND PLACE IN 
BASKET AT BACK OF CHURCH

Dedicate & sponsor the weekly 
flowers!  Sign up in the Narthex or 

with Falon in the church 
office.  Flowers are $35 and 
can be taken home after the 
Sunday worship service. 

SPONSOR THE FLOWERS
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Beautiful red poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship 
services.  You have the opportunity to provide one or more plants “In Honor” or “In Memory” of 

someone special or as a gift for your “Secret Prayer Pal.”  Poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary 
on December 24.  Names will be printed on an insert to the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

bulletins.  Each plant will cost $12.00, please make checks payable to Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church.  Order forms may be placed in the offering plate or delivered to the church office by Sunday,

December 20.  Plants should be taken after the Christmas Day worship service.   
Thank you for helping to beautify our worship space for Christmas. 

 
__________ No. of Plants “IN MEMORY” [Please list names below] 

__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

 
__________ No. of Plants “IN HONOR” [Please list names below] 

__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

 
__________ No. of Plants “SECRET PRAYER PAL” [Please list name below] 

__________________________________________ 
 

__________ Total No. of Plants x $12.00 = $_________ Amount Enclosed 
 

Name of Donor: 
__________________________________________ 

Telephone No: 
___________________________________________ 

Poinsettia Order Form

15.

$15.0
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
Regular Office Hours:  Monday - Friday - 10 AM to 3 PM 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH &
SCHOOL + THE SPARKLE FOUNDATION

WE ARE REQUESTING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
CLEANING SUPPLIES

DISH SOAP - SPONGES - LAUNDRY DETERGENT -
BLEACH - ANTIBACTERIAL CLEANING SPRAY - PAPER

TOWELS - LYSOL SPRAY 
 

PERSONAL HYGIENE
TOILET PAPER - DEODORANT - BAR SOAP -NAPKINS

- TISSUES - DENTAL FLOSS - HAND SOAP - HAND
SANITIZER - FACE MASKS - RAZORS - SHAMPOO &
CONDITIONER - TOOTHPASTE - TOOTHBRUSHES -

FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS 
 

PRODUCTS WILL BE DONATED TO MOTHERS IN NEED
PLEASE BRING DONATIONS BY 11-28-21  
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Please do not forget your ongoing contribution to Good 
Shepherd’s programs and ministries. 

You may mail your check to the Church at 1180 Lynwood Drive, 
Novato, CA 94947 

or make a one–time or reoccurring payment click below. 

Why Donate Online? 
• It benefits you and our parish 
• It is easy, friendly and trouble-free 
• Donate once or set up donations automatically 
• No more envelopes. No more checks to write !! 

What is Donate Online? 
An alternate means of Sunday and holiday giving to Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church. Instead of weekly envelopes, Vanco 
collects contributions from your checking, savings, or credit card 

account. 
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Question of the week… 

When, where and how do 
you feel closest to God?
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Donations can be made by cash or check and mailed to:  

1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA 94947 
Or  

Give online at www.gslcnovato.org/donate

ADVENT AT GOOD SHEPHERD 
December 1 - Holden Evening Prayer - 7PM  

December 8 - Holden Evening Prayer - 7PM  

December 15 - 7PM 
 Holden Evening Prayer at All Saints Lutheran Church 

December 22 - Holden Evening Prayer - 7PM 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship - 5PM 

December 25 - Christmas Day Worship at  
Trinity Lutheran Church, San Rafael - 10AM
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
Regular Office Hours:  Monday - Friday - 10 AM to 3 PM 
Mailing Address:  1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA  94947 
Phone Number: (415) 897-2123 
Email Address:  church.office@gslcnovato.org 
Website:  www.gslcnovato.org 

PASTOR’S INFORMATION 
The Rev. Daniel Christian 
RevDan@gslcnovato.org 

  
OUR MISSION 

As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, 
and powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to: 

Grow in faith and discipleship, 
Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed, 

Love others as Christ loves us, and 
Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service. 

  
   
SERVING IN WORSHIP  
The Members of Good Shepherd Servants of Christ ..............................................
The Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ............................................................................
Falon Barmaki Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin. ......................................
Tom Wise  Guitarist .................................................................................................
Mark Ashe Drummer ...............................................................................................
Carl Jech Musician ..................................................................................................
Ruth Koenig Violinist .............................................................................................
Ann Nilsson Davis Pianist ......................................................................................
Helga May Lector ...................................................................................................

  
Many thanks to those who serve as Ushers, Greeters, Singers,  

Instrumentalists, and the Altar Guild. 

 - If you would like to sponsor the weekly flowers or be a reader please sign up 
in the narthex. - 

mailto:RevDan@gslcnovato.org
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