GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
April 26,2020 - Third Sunday of Easter

“Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to

them.”
[Luke 24:30]

WELCOME

We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



“The Easter Message is about FREEDOM! Freedom from self-
captivity, isolation, brokenheartedness and feeling your life is lived
in shards and fragments. The Easter message is more than just
being made a little bit better. It is about being made anew as a
beloved child of God!”

Rev. Daniel Christian Easter 2020

PRELUDE Day of Arising, Christ on the Roadway
(Tune: Morning Has Broken)

Day of arising, Christ on the roadway,
Unknown companion walks with his own.
When they invite him, as fades the first day,
And bread is broken, Christ is made known.

When we are walking, doubtful and dreading,
Blinded by sadness, slowness of heart,

Yet Christ walks with us, ever awaiting

Our invitation: Stay, do not part.

Lo, I am with you, Jesus has spoken.

This is Christ’s promise, this is Christ’s sign:
When the church gathers, when bread is broken,
There Christ is with us in bread and wine.

Christ, our companion, hope for the journey,
Bread of compassion, open our eyes.
Grant us your vision, set all hearts burning

That all creation with you may rise.
© Susan Palo Cherwien Used by permission
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GATHERING PRAYER
Followers of Jesus: by his cross we are redeemed from the
futility of the brokenness of humanity.
Alleluia!
By his rising we are free from the fear of death.
Alleluia!
By his love we are made new in the living and enduring Word
of God.
Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS
Almighty God, our world is filled with corruption: power
disguises itself as truth; convenience masquerades as
goodness; selfish pleasure imitates love. We confess to
you, O God, that we have been caught in the web of the
world’s sin. By the power of the Holy Spirit, save us from
these deceptions and free us for glad obedience, that we
may see the joy of Jesus’ resurrection and receive the
promise of everlasting life. Amen.

Silence for reflection

ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS
Followers of Jesus: God has promised salvation to us, to
our children, and to all who are near and far. In the name of
Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN It is Well with My Soul
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GREETING

The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And
also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in
the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we
may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

READING Acts 2:14a, 36-41
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
[the crowd], 36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said

to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3%For the promise is for
you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 4°And he testified with many
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand
persons were added.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.

Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore | will call on him as long as | live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;

| suffered distress and anguish.

Then | called on the name of the LORD:
"O LORD, | pray, save my life!"

What shall | return to the LORD

for all his bounty to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation
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and call on the name of the LORD,

| will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his faithful ones.

O LORD, | am your servant;

| am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.

| will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.

| will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

Stand as you are able
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GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary

Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, '“and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened. >While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, 'Sbut their eyes were kept from recognizing him. '7And he
said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you
walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. '®Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
taken place there in these days?” °He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the



people, 2%and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over
to be condemned to death and crucified him. 2'But we had hoped
that he was the one to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things took place. ??Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early
this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. 2Some of those who were with
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but
they did not see him.” 2°Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! “Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 2"Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things
about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. 2°But they urged him
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them. 3'Then their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to
us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.

They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” 3°Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking
of the bread.

The grass withers and the flower fades but the word of God
endures forever.
Thanks be to God.

Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

SERMON The Face of God
Time for reflection



Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY We Are Called
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary.



He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection,
we join the people of God in all times and places in praying
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence
For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your
gospel, that they are empowered to tell the story of your
love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this
love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests,
valleys, mountains, and for all the wild and endangered
animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured
and protected. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue
to perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain the nations from fighting
over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of
scarcity and violence. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with
us, and walk with all those who are hungry, friendless,
despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the faith forming ministries of this church. For those
preparing for baptism, first communion, confirmation, and
membership (especially). For those who participate in
Sunday school and adult education; guide and inspire
learners of every age and ability. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of
eternal and resurrected life. Give us thankful hearts for those
who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new
life with you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place
all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

Sit
MUSIC | Am the Resurrection and the Life
OFFERING

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Stand as you are able
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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With thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on earth
the song of the angels in heaven
as they praise Your glory for ever:

Stand as you are able
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to your church in wine and bread,

raised from soil, raised from dead.
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SENDING PRAYERS
We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in
the wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved
us, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors.

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus. Let us
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May
God console them and grant them peace.

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public
health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant them
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this
emergency with compassion and in service to the
common good. Amen.

BLESSING
SENDING HYMN Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;

Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.

teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.



DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Now the Joyous Celebration Charles Ore
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