GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
June 28, 2020 - Time after Pentecost

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.”
[Matthew 10:40]

WELCOME

We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal
gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel,
Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to
the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent to
our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to
be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

PRELUDE O God, Beyond All Praising arr. Jeffrey Blersch

BELL

Stand as you are able
God be with you.
And also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

GATHERING PRAYER
(inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5)

What does the Lord require of you?
To do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with our God.

What does God command of us?

To love God with all our heart,

and all our soul,

and all our mind,

and all our strength,

and to love our neighbor as ourselves.

God does not call us to ease or to comfort.

But to presence, and abundance,

and grace in our struggle.

Let us worship the God who believes in us,

and trusts in us, and abides with us.

Let us worship the God who will ask much of us,
but will be beside us every step of the way.
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS

Here we are, O God; we present ourselves to you. But how
little we trust you will provide! How we fear the path to
which you call us! How wayward we continue to be! We
have been slaves to brokenness, wrong choices and false
gods that lead to desolation. You call us to reverence,
which leads to a virtuous life in you. Lord, forgive our lack
of faith and loyalty. Make us faithful from the heart,
generous to the people you send our way, and open to
your bountiful grace. In the name of Christ, Amen.

DECLARATION OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS

The fruits of the spirit are love, joy, and peace given to you
through God’s grace. By the power vested in me as a minister
of church of Jesus Christ, | proclaim that you are forgiven. Live
in the word of the Lord and be made new.

GATHERING SONG This Is My Father’s World ELW 824
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GREETING
The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also
with you.

SONG OF PRAISE

ELW 880

O God Beyond All Praising (1 & 3)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of
justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people
who welcome your word and serve one another, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sit

READING
1After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And
he said, "Here | am." 2He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains that | shall show you." 3So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of
his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt
offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had
shown him. 40On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey;
the boy and | will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come
back to you." 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of
them walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!"
And he said, "Here | am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are
here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8Abraham said, "God
himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So the two of
them walked on together.
9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built
an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 1°Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to kill his son. 1"But the angel of the LORD called
to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here |
am." 12He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him;
for now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me." 13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram,
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1“So Abraham called
that place "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided."

A The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 13

"How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?

2How long must | bear pain in my soul,

and have sorrow in my heart all day long?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
3Consider and answer me, O LORD my God!
Give light to my eyes, or | will sleep the sleep of death,
4and my enemy will say, "I have prevailed";

my foes will rejoice because | am shaken.

5But | trusted in your steadfast love;

my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

6] will sing to the LORD,

because he has dealt bountifully with me.

Stand as you are able
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GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “0“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. “'Whoever
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; “2and whoever
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

A The grass withers and the flower fades but the word of God
endures forever.
C Thanks be to God.



Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

SERMON

Stand as you are able

Trust

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 779
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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SUNG CREED Tune: Ebenezer

We believe in God the Father,
God almighty, by whose plan
Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,
Son of God in human frame,
Virgin-born, the child of Mary
Upon whom the Spirit came.
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Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
Like a lamb to slaughter led,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,
Heaven’s king to rule and reign,
To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:
Saints of God in one communion,
One in holiness and love.

So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,
We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let
us pray for our shared world.

A brief silence
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our
siblings in Christ. Bless our conversations. Shape our shared

future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of
praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to
provide all that we need. Inspire us to care for our environment
and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.



God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire
authorities, judges, and politicians to act with compassion.
Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and
welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort
those who are sick, lonely, or abandoned (especially).
Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the
spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give
us passion to embrace your mission and the vision to
recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more
faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died
(especially Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon). Keep us steadfast in our
faith and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

(PEACE MUSIC)

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O
God. You made us in your image, and called us to be your people, to
love and serve you and your creation.
When we turned from you, you did not turn from us.
You spoke to us through prophets, who looked for that day
when justice shall triumph, and peace shall reign over all the earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all the faithful of
every time and place:
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THE PRAYER FOR THE SPIRIT
Remembering all your merciful acts,
we take this bread and this cup, and celebrate with joy the
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that this bread and this cup
may be the communion with Christ.

We pray in the name of Christ, who teaches us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious God, you have fed us with the bread of life, and
renewed us for your service. Help us to be faithful disciples of
Christ, so that our daily living may be part of the life of your
kingdom, and our love be your love, reaching out into the life of
the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PAUSE

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS
O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and
Sarah in safety throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you led
the children of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by a
star you led the magi to the infant Jesus. Protect and guide
us who travel this summer. Make our ways safe and our
homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our heavenly
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home, where you dwell in glory with our Lord Jesus Christ
and the life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus. Let us
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May
God console them and grant them peace.

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public
health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant them
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this
emergency with compassion and in service to the common
good. Amen.

BLESSING

Stand as you are able
SENDING SONG Take My Life, That | May Be ELW 685
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow'r as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and [ will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news,
heal the sick, share our bread with the hungry.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE arr. Jeffery Blersch
Let Streams of Living Justice Flow
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