GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
July 12, 2020 - Time after Pentecost

“A sower went out to sow.”
[Matthew 13:3]

WELCOME

We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and
intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the
religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish
desires and seek God'’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be
refreshed by Christ’s invitation “Come to me, all you who are
weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for
our souls.

PRELUDE Jesus Bleibet Meine Freude J.S Bach

BELL
Stand as you are able

GATHERING PRAYER
Inviting God, we want to feel your presence.
We trust that we can find you here, even if we forget you
are always with us.
Comforting God, we want to feel your assurance.
We want to be strong, but we need to be reminded of
your unconditional love.
Challenging God, we want to share Your vision.
We often tend to our own ideas, without thinking that
yours may be different.
Empowering God, we want to serve Your purpose.
We can be self-centered and narrowly focused. We need
your guidance.
Let us open our hearts and minds.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS
Persistent God, you keep faith with us when we discard
Your promises. You do not withdraw Your love when we
forget to love each other. You do not cease to bless us
when our generosity fails. You do not walk away when
we fall short. You do not condemn us when we are at our
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worst. You do not leave us to our own devices when our
plans, our futures seem to collapse. Help us to know that
you are with us still. Surround us with Your light.

Silent Reflection
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS
The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and
God with the awareness of our need, we are given grace to
grow and courage to continue the journey.
In Christ, we are forgiven! Hallelujah Amen!

GATHERING SONG ELW 712
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor -ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,

who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap -tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor -ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur-dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.



GREETING
The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also
with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

0
v f
HOY K & & [7) 1l
i o - e e i

and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



SONG OF PRAISE

Refrain
Assisting minister
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God

and join in the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of
your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy,
live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sit
READING Isaiah 55: 10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119: 105-106

Your word is a lamp | to my feet
and a light up- | on my path.

| have sworn and | am determined
to keep your | righteous judgments.



Stand as you are able
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
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Sit

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth
of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root,
they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 1When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy; 2lyet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word,
but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good sail, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God
endures forever.
Thanks be to God.

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

SERMON Planting Seeds



Stand as you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

ELW 708
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col -or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and far a - way.
all these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.
SUNG CREED We Believe

We believe in God the Father,

Maker of the universe,

And in Christ His Son, our Savior,
Come to us by virgin birth.

We believe He died to save us,

Bore our sins, was crucified,

Then, from death, He rose victorious,
Ascended to the Father's side.

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)
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We believe He sends His Spirit
On His church with gifts of power.
God, His word of truth affirming,
Sends us to the nations now.

He will come again in glory,
Judge the living and the dead.
Every knee shall bow before Him,
Then must every tongue confess:

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation,
let us pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.
Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and
places. We pray for missionaries and newly planted
congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness
to the faith we share. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and
the trees and fields clap their hands in praise. We pray for
the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and
for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to
sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase
their desire for justice and equality. We pray for our enemies.
Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a
deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially). For
those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are



worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling,
ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and
nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as
disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our
ministries (especially) and deepen relationships with the
wider community. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died (especially
Nathan Séderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, whom we
commemorate today). Comfort us in the sure and certain
hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for
words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Stand as you are able
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise,

O God. You made us in your image, and called us to be your
people, to love and serve you and your creation.
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When we turned from you, you did not turn from us.

You spoke to us through prophets, who looked for that day
when justice shall triumph, and peace shall reign over all the
earth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all the
faithful of every time and place:
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THE PRAYER FOR THE SPIRIT

Remembering all your merciful acts,

we take this bread and this cup, and celebrate with joy the
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,

that this bread and this cup

may be the communion with Christ.

We pray in the name of Christ, who teaches us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
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us and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

UNISON PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION
Gracious God, you have fed us with the bread of life, and
renewed us for your service. Help us to be faithful
disciples of Christ, so that our daily living may be part of
the life of your kingdom, and our love be your love,
reaching out into the life of the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS
O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and
Sarah in safety throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you
led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by
a star you led the magi to the infant Jesus. Protect and
guide us who travel this summer. Make our ways safe
and our homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our
heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with our Lord
Jesus Christ and the life-giving Holy Spirit.

Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus. Let us
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May
God console them and grant them peace.

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public
health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant them
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this
emergency with compassion and in service to the
common good. Amen.

12



BLESSING

Stand as you are able
SENDING SONG ELW 886
Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the tri-umphs of  his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Proclaim the good news, heal the sick, share
our bread with the hungry.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Toccata in F-Major Dietrich Buxtehude

13



SHOT SCHEDULE

* INTRODUCTIONS (at altar)

Isaiah 55: 10-13

Psalm 119: 105-106

Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23

« ALLELUIA (at altar)

« THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE to SENDING HYMN (at table)
* DISMISSAL & POSTLUDE (at font)

* PRELUDE to SONG OF PRAISE (at font)

- HYMN OF THE DAY to PEACE (at font)
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