GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
October 11, 2020 - Time after Pentecost

“Invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.”
[Matthew 22:9]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when
God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great
banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended
to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid
anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of
the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with
others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.
PRELUDE

Now We Join in Celebration

Wayne Wold

BELL
Stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the minister begins.
God of Grace,
forgive our ingratitude
for the blessings we’ve received.
Help us live the lives we proclaim.
God of Peace,
forgive our impatience
with the actions of our neighbors.
Help us live the lives we proclaim.
God of Love,
forgive our intolerance
toward those of other faiths – or none.
Help us live the lives we proclaim.
God of Mercy,
forgive our reluctance
to oﬀer a word of forgiveness.
Help us live the lives we proclaim.
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God of Hope,
accept our repentance as an oﬀering
along with the service of our lives.
Help us live the lives we proclaim. Amen.
May God, in Christ, bring to our confession
the cleansing waters of forgiveness.
And that, having been washed,
we might know Christ’s refreshment and release.
Thanks be to God, Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
We Are Called (Come, Live in the Light)

!3

ELW 720

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.
KYRIE
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SONG OF PRAISE
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Stand as you are able
GOSPEL ALLELUIA

GOSPEL
The Parable of the unwelcome guest

Matthew 22:1-10

1Once

more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged.
He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

A

The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God
endures forever.
Thanks be to God.

C
Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
SERMON
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Stand as you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

SUNG CREED
We believe in God the Father,
God almighty, by whose plan
Earth and heaven sprang to being,
All created things began.
We believe in Christ the Savior,
Son of God in human frame,
Virgin-born, the child of Mary
Upon whom the Spirit came.
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Tune: Hymn to Joy

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
Like a lamb to slaughter led,
Suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
He descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
Heaven’s king to rule and reign,
To the Father’s side ascended
Till as judge he comes again.
We believe in God the Spirit;
In one Church, below, above:
Saints of God in one communion,
One in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,
We shall rise with him in glory
To the life that knows no end.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Stand as you are able
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need.
Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous
hospitality. We pray for bishops, teachers, church leaders,
and all children of God as they invite others to your table of
boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for
redemption, protect your creatures that are mistreated.
Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and still and running
waters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies,
so bless the eﬀorts of diplomats, international peace workers,
and world leaders who navigate conflict. May they proceed
with dialogue and understanding, so that justice and peace
prevails. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those
who are weary or ill (especially). Strengthen doctors, medical
care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward
appearance, remind us how you clothe all in your mercy. We
pray for ministries that provide needed clothing and other
personal care assistance in this community (local ministries
can be named). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are
gathered at the heavenly banquet, comfort us with your
presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving
arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
PEACE
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
!9

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Stand as you are able
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.
Therefore, with thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on
earth the song of the angels in heaven as they praise your
glory for ever:

!10

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Stand as you are able
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us
gifts that form us to be both humble and courageous. May
your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and
redeemer. Amen.
SENDING PRAYERS
We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in the
wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved us, so
send us to love Christ in our neighbors.
Finally, let us pray:
For all who have contracted coronavirus,
For those who are particularly vulnerable,
For all who experience fear or anxiety,
For families who are facing diﬃcult decisions between
food on the table or public safety,
For those who do not have adequate health insurance,
For those who are afraid to access care due to
immigration status,
For public oﬃcials and decision makers,
Grant peace. Grant comfort. Grant healing. Grant
wisdom. Grant enough. May we, your Church, be a sign
of hope, comfort, and love to all. Amen.
BLESSING
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SENDING SONG

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news,
heal the sick, share our bread with the hungry.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Recessional
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David German

