
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
November 8, 2020 - Time after Pentecost

“Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.”
 [Matthew 25:6]

 

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters.  
Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming 
of the Lord.  Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish 
bridesmaids.  Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, 
we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and 
the feast of victory – the marriage feast of the lamb.

 

PRELUDE Flourish	 Wilbur Held


BELL  

GATHERING PRAYER 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross,


the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity one God:

the Father, dwelling in light;

Christ Jesus, come to save sinners;

the Holy Spirit, living within us.  Amen.

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.


Silence is kept for reflection.

God of overflowing grace, 

Forgive us for shallow thankfulness. 

Forgive us for passing by the ones in need.

Forgive us for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures.

Forgive us our neglect and thoughtlessness.

Bring us home from the wilderness of sin, and strengthen 
us to serve you in all that we do and say; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
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There is joy in heaven over every person who repents.  By the 
grace of God in Christ Jesus, who gave himself up for us all, 
you are forgiven and you are made free.  Rejoice with the 

angels and with one another!  We live in God’s mercy, now and 
forever.  Amen.


 

Stand facing the cross.

GATHERING SONG     O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632



 

GREETING


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 
you.
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KYRIE
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SONG OF PRAISE     Sing Out, Earth and Skies Marty Haugen

Come, O God of all the earth; 
          come to us, O Righteous One. 
Come and bring our love to birth; 
          in the glory of your Son. 
Chorus:

Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you.  
Raise your joyful cries, 
Dance to the life around you.

Come, O God of wind and flame; 
          fill the earth with righteousness. 
Teach us all to sing your name; 
          may our lives your love confess. (Chorus) 
 
Come, O God of flashing light; 
          twinkling star and burning sun. 
God of day and God of night; 
          in your light we all are one. (Chorus) 
 
Come, O God of snow and rain; 
          shower down upon the earth. 
Come, O God of joy and pain; 
          God of sorrow, God of mirth. (Chorus) 
 
Come, O Justice, come, O Peace; 
          come and shape our hearts anew. 
Come and make oppression cease; 
          bring us all to life in you. (Chorus)


PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and 
awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen.
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Sit

READING Amos 5:18-24

	 Let justice roll down like waters


 18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
  Why do you want the day of the Lord?  
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it?  
 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

 

A	 The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 70

	 You are my helper and my deliverer


 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 
 O LORD, make haste to help me! 
 2Let those be put to shame and confusion  
 who seek my life. 
 Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor 
 who desire to hurt me. 
 3Let those who say, "Aha, Aha!" 
 turn back because of their shame. 
 4Let all who seek you  
 rejoice and be glad in you. 
 Let those who love your salvation  
 say evermore, "God is great!" 
 5But I am poor and needy; 
 hasten to me, O God! 
 You are my help and my deliverer; 
 O LORD, do not delay!
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Stand as you are able

ALLELUIA VERSE


GOSPEL	 	 Matthew 25:1-13

	 Wise and foolish bridesmaids


[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids 
got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.”

A	 The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God 	 	
	 endures forever.

C Thanks be to God.   

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
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SERMON

 


Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY   Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying ELW 436
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Kelland Kloss & Anna Boucher 

P	 Do you desire to make public affirmation of your baptism and 
	 join this community of faith? If so, answer “We do.”  We do. 


	Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Kelland & Anna, 
whom 	you have made your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. 	You have called them to yourself, enlightened them 
with the 	gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the 
community of 	faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you 
have brought 	to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 


C Amen. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P	 I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 		
	 confess the faith of the church. 

C We will. 

P	 Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 	 	
	 God? 

C We renounce them. 

P	 Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. 

P	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 


	 On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 


P	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P	 You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 
	 to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy 	 	
	 baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the 	 	
	 word of God and share in the Lord's Supper, to proclaim the 		
	 good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve 
	 all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 	 	
	 justice and peace in all the earth? 

R I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P	 People of God, do you promise to support Kelland & Anna 	 	
	 and pray for them in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P	 Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water 	 	
	 and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from 	 	
	 sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift 		
	 of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 	 	
	 the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 	 	
	 the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 	 	
	 now and forever. Amen. 


PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION [Celebrate Insert]


Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the 
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in 
need.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. 
Enliven our worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain 
the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in 
praise and prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the 
world you have made. Bless the work of landscapers, 
architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious 
living with your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. 
Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those 
who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. 
Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy 
to prevail. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. 
Share the hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort 
those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity 
and place in this world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the 
lives of active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all 
who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the 
wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service 
members. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of 
all who have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of 
our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of 
your kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
until that day when you gather all creation around your throne 
where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.


PEACE 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away 
the sin of the world.  By his death he has destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

 

Therefore, with thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on 
earth the song of the angels in heaven as they praise your 
glory for ever:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 


Stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 


Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.  
Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the 
least of your beloved children, and give us glad and 
generous hearts as we meet you on the way.  Amen.


 

SENDING PRAYERS


We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in the 
wilderness and the garden alike.  As Christ has loved us, so 
send us to love Christ in our neighbors.

 

Finally, let us pray:

For all who have contracted coronavirus

and for those who are particularly vulnerable,

For all who experience fear or anxiety,

For families who are facing difficult decisions between

food on the table or public safety,

For those who do not have adequate health insurance,

For those who are afraid to access care due to

immigration status,

For public officials and decisionmakers,
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Grant peace.  Grant comfort.  Grant healing.  Grant 
wisdom.  Grant enough.  May we, your Church, be a sign of 
hope, comfort, and love to all.  Amen.


 

BLESSING  

SENDING SONG O God, Beyond All Praising ELW 880
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DISMISSAL

	 Led by the Saints before us,

	 go in peace to serve the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE O God, Beyond All Praising	 Matthew Cully
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Holiday Share and 
Toy Drive Campaign 

 
Our Holiday Share Toy Drive has been bringing the magic of the 
holidays to vulnerable children and families in North Marin for 48 
years. This treasured program serves families facing financial 
hardship during the holiday season. 
 
You can help by volunteering or supporting a family in need.  
 
How to volunteer: Volunteers are needed to help distribute gifts 
to families in need on December 19, and help us prepare for the 
event on December 18.  
 
Please click here to sign up to volunteer at one of these days.  

How to support a family: 
 

Purchase a toy: Learn about the 200 families we are serving this year, and click here to shop for a 
family in need.  
 
Purchase a gift card: We¶re collecting Target gift cards at 
$50 and $25 values for our teen clients. 
 
Purchase a teddy bear: We expect to need 400 new teddy 
bears/stuffed animals. The children truly appreciate having a 
new, larger sized, stuffed animal to cuddle, particularly 
during times of stress.   

 
Please drop off or ship all toys and stuffed animals to NMCS 
anytime between December 11 and December 17.  
 
Monetary donations and gift cards can be sent to NMCS at 
the address below, or donate online at 
www.northmarincs.org.  
 
Click here to enjoy our one-minute video of last \ear¶s eYent, and see the joy it brings to children and 
families in our community! 

 

     Thank you for helping our neighbors in need! 
 

North Marin Community Services (NMCS) is an established nonprofit organization that serves more 
than 8,300 people in need each year. Learn more at www.northmarincs.org.  

 

Our address is 680 Wilson Avenue, Novato, CA 94947 
Phone (415) 892-1643, ext. 261, E-mail: donate@northmarincs.org 

NMCS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Tax ID: 94-1735064. 

 We will collect the bears or cards on Saturday 
the 12th and Sunday the 13th at the church 

between 10am-12pm
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