GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
November 15, 2020 - Time After Pentecost

“Enter into the joy of your master.”
[Matthew 25:21]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah
proclaims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath
and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and
urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the
talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and
despair, we gather around signs of hope – word, water, bread and
wine – eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among
us.
PRELUDE

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Wayne Wold

BELL
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that
is marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems,
and sustains us and all creation. Amen.
Let us confess in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we turn
from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We
pass judgment on one another before examining
ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our
neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn
us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through
his death and resurrection Christ has made us his own. Hear
the truth that God proclaims: “Your sins are forgiven in the
name of Jesus Christ.” Led by the Holy Spirit, live in
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
O, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.
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KYRIE
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SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and
all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to
serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy
of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
Sit
PSALM 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
So teach us to number our days that we may
apply our hearts to wisdom.
1LORD, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
2Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Stand as you are able
GOSPEL ALLELUIA
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GOSPEL
Slaves entrusted with talents

Matthew 25:14-30

14For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted
his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had
received the five talents went oﬀ at once and traded with them, and made five
more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two
more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went oﬀ and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19After a long time the master of
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master,
you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 21His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.' 22And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more
talents.' 23His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.' 24Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is yours.' 26But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew,
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return
I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more
will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

A
C

The grass withers and the flower fades but the word of God
endures forever.
Thanks be to God.

Sit
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TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
SERMON
Stand as you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY

O Christ the Same
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary.
He suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Stand as you are able
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all
in need.
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of
your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across
ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us
to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands
and praise you for the beauty of nature (local places of
natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for your glory
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and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all
leaders. Increase concern for those who are most vulnerable,
especially as international leaders forge trade agreements
and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress.
Scatter the heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness,
unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send
us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend
love to those at the margins. Release our desire for control
and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the
saints at rest from their labors (especially). Rouse us to live
by their example, that saints yet to come may also know
your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior,
until that day when you gather all creation around your
throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.
PEACE
Stand as you are able
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.
Therefore, with thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on
earth the song of the angels in heaven as they praise your
glory for ever:
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Stand as you are able
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again
fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of
Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all
who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of Jesus
Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
SENDING PRAYERS
We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in the
wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved us, so
send us to love Christ in our neighbors.
Let us pray for our brothers and sisters here and around the
world who are sick from the coronavirus. Let us pray for
those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May God
console them and grant them peace.
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We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public
health oﬃcials and all civic leaders. May God grant them
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this
emergency with compassion and in service to the
common good. Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN

On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news,
heal the sick, share our bread with the hungry.
Thanks be to God.
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