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“Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you.”
 [Matthew 25:34]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great 
story of judgment.  In the end, the faithful are those who served 
Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or 
estranged.  In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the 
lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice.  We gather this 
day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet 
awaiting the consummation of all things yet to come  
Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his 
reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

 

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP


In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 
In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.


 

PRELUDE Beautiful Savior	 Charles Ore

 

BELL

 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WATERS OF BAPTISM


God be with you.

And also with you.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!

 

We bless you, almighty God, for the gift of water:

          for the oceans that surround the earth,

          for the rivers that nurture the land,

          for local bodies of water that you give

                    to our community.

We bless you, O God, for the waters of earth.
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We honor you, merciful God, for showering us with water:

          for the rain that nourishes the plants and trees,

          for the floods that restore the fields,

          for the dew that freshens dry places.

We honor you, O God, for the waters you send.

 

We glorify you, gracious God, for the waters of baptism:

          for the water of the Jordan that washed our Lord Jesus,

          for the water that baptized the believers on Pentecost,

          for the water that illumines us with your Word,

          for the water that pours out the gifts of the Spirit,

          for the water that bathes the church universal:

                    the Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Protestants,

                    Pentecostals, Evangelicals, independents.

We glorify you, O God, for the waters of baptism.

 

We worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

          almighty, merciful, and gracious.

Well of forgiveness, you revive us.

Cup of cold water, you refresh us.

Pool of rebirth, you renew us.

To you comes the worship of all your people,

          now and forever.  Amen.


 Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reproduced by permission.
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GATHERING SONG               Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434



 

GREETING


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 
you.
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KYRIE 
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SONG OF PRAISE             Shout to the Lord ELW 821 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of 
service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us 
the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve 
the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

Amen.


Sit

PSALM 95:1-7a

	 We are the people of God’s pasture and the 

	 sheep of God’s hand.


 1O come, let us sing to the LORD; 
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 2Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 3For the LORD is a great God, 
 and a great King above all gods.

 
 4In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
 the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 5The sea is his, for he made it, 
 and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
 6O come, let us worship and bow down, 
 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
 7For he is our God, 
 and we are the people of his pasture, 
 and the sheep of his hand. 
 O that today you would listen to his voice!

  
Stand as you are able

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46

	 The separation of sheep from goats


[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand 
and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY        Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840
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SUNG CREED (tune: “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”)

 


We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,

Son of God in human frame,

Virgin-born, the child of Mary

Upon whom the Spirit came.

 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

Like a lamb to slaughter led,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

Heaven’s king to rule and reign,

To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

 

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:

Saints of God in one communion,

One in holiness and love.
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So by faith, our sins forgiven,

Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,

We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.


 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the 
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in 
need.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of 
those around us. Bless all social ministries of the church 
through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have 
been served. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our 
use of creation to provide for the needs of all people in ways 
that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great.

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). 
Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher 
in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great.

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us 
from systems of oppression and prejudice. Restore our 
capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have 
stripped away. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth 
throughout the church. Sustain those who work in children’s 
ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture 
the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great.
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Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their 
example, that we may see your presence in those in need 
around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
until that day when you gather all creation around your throne 
where you will reign forever and ever.  Amen.

 

PEACE

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

 

Stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE


For the Reign of Christ the King

 

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

We bless you, O God, Sovereign of all things,

       Might of the Ages.

We your people praise your mystery, ever one,

       always three.

 

Radiant Source of Creation, you brought light

       out of darkness.

Planets and stars, plants and animals receive their life

       from your throne.

Your dominion enlivens us all:

       apostles, monarchs, parents, children.

We praise your majestic power.

Blessing and glory to you, our God.
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O Christ Jesus, Ruler and Guide, you call us to follow

       your path.

Your scepter is your hand reaching out to the needy.

We bow before you, enthroned on the cross.

We laud your mercy.

Wisdom and thanks to you, our God.


 

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION


O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your 
people, carrying us in your arms and satisfying us with this 
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ.  Send us now 
as your disciples, announcing peace and justice, and 
proclaiming that the reign of God comes near; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.


 

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG Beautiful Savior ELW 838



 

DISMISSAL


Go in peace.  Show the love of God:

Remember the poor, feed the hungry,

clothe the naked, heal the sick.

Thanks be to God.


 

POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God
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