GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
December 5, 2020 - Second Sunday of Advent

“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
[Mark 1:3]

WELCOME

We’re glad you chose to worship with us.
Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm
80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah
wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an
apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to
restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the
Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire
and horrible; not like anything we would ever hope for. But
when we really look at the suffering of the people God loves,
we can share the hope that God would “tear open the
heavens and come”.

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
In the Lord I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

PRELUDE In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful Taizé Chant

BELL

Sit

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE: Hope
Pastor: In this first week of Advent we remember the gift of
HOPE we have in Christ. The prophets of Israel all spoke of
the coming of Christ, of how a savior would be born, a king
in the line of David. They spoke of how he would rule the
world wisely and bless all nations.

Reader: As followers of Jesus, we wait with hope for his
return. As we light this candle, we remember that it was
from the manger in Bethlehem that he came and gave light
to the world; and we are reminded to look for the light of



Christ even in the most unlikely places and people. (Light
the first candle on the Table.)

Youth/Child: Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy
world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice,
and focus on what’s really important. We place our hope in
you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth at
Christmas. Amen.

Stand as you are able
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND
FORGIVENESS

Gracious God, you have done so much for us
and we so little in return.
You ask for humility,
and we are often too proud.
You ask for willingness,
and we are often too stubborn.
You ask for repentance ,
and we are often deaf to your call.
You ask for service,
and we are often too busy.

Gracious God, you want the best for us,
teach us obedience,
grant us forgiveness,
that we, like Mary,
might be your willing servants. Amen.

May God, the provider
of green pastures and quiet waters,
be the Peace in our hearts. Amen.



May Jesus our guide
on mountain top and in deep valley,
be the Hope in our hearts. Amen.

May the Spirit of truth and knowledge,
our comforter and friend,
be the Strength in our hearts. Amen.

Stand as you are able
GATHERING CAROL ELW 257
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (1-4)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also
with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Sit

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins,
and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

READING Isaiah 40:1-11

1Comfort, O comfort my people,

says your God.

2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her

that she has served her term,

that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.

3A voice cries out:

"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.

5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

6A voice says, "Cry out!"

And | said, "What shall | cry?"

All people are grass,

their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades,

when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

8The grass withers, the flower fades;

but the word of our God will stand forever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,

O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,

lift it up, do not fear;

say to the cities of Judah,

"Here is your God!"

10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;

his reward is with him,



and his recompense before him.

11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead the mother sheep.

A The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.

Stand as you are able
GOSPEL ALLELUIA
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

"See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way;

3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

'Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,"

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed
with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; |
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 81 have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."



Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

SERMON

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 436
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in
need.

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our
hearts to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us
to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated
habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling
floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the
earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

We pray for all people who care for others in our community
and around the world. Fill them with compassion and the
power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed,
with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for
those who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change:
for those without homes facing severe weather, for those
who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in
poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens,
sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who
live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and
other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support
them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died
while waiting for justice, peace, or healing, those whose
names we know and those whose names are known only to
you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your
redeeming work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE



INVITATION TO THE TABLE

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Stand as you are able
BLESSING
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SENDING SONG Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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DISMISSAL
Go now to follow the way of Jesus:
see others as he did;
dare to give freely as he did;
and to love unconditionally as he did.
Go, embraced by the Source of Life;
in the company of the Word of Life;
encouraged by the Breath of Life.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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