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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you”

 [Luke 1:28]
�

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
God keeps the promise made to David, to give him an 
everlasting throne.  The angel tells Mary that God will give 
David’s throne to her son Jesus.  She is perplexed by 
Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, 
but she is able still to say, “Count me in.”  We who know that 
Jesus is called king even as he is executed still find the 
mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the 
news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”


 

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP


In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 
In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.


 

PRELUDE	 	 Johann Sebastian Bach

	 	 Good Christian Friends Rejoice	 

 

BELL 

Sit

LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE: LOVE

 


Pastor:  In this fourth week of Advent we remember the gift 
of LOVE we have in Christ.  The light of the candles is meant 
to remind us of the love that God has for us.  Jesus shows us 
God's perfect love.  He is God's love in human form.  The 
Bible says: "God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life."  (Light the fourth candle.)

 

Reader:  Love is patient, love is kind, and envies no one.  
Love is never boastful or conceited, rude or selfish.  Love is 
not quick to take offense, it keeps no records of wrongs, it 
does not gloat over other people's troubles, but rejoices in 
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the right, the good, and the true.  There is nothing that love 
cannot face, there is no limit to its faith, to its hope, to its 
endurance.  Love never ends.  As we light this candle, we 
remember that we are called to love like Christ loves us.  We 
are reminded that we are called to show that love in the way 
we treat others.

 

Youth/Child:  Dear Jesus, let the light of your love always 
shine in our hearts.  As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at 
your great love for us.  Let your love transform our lives and 
touch everyone we encounter.  Our hearts are open to you, 
Jesus.  Amen.


 

Stand as you are able

GATHERING CAROL  ELW 288

	 	 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
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GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 		
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

SONG OF PRAISE Joy to the World ELW 267
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY


Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 	 	
	abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would 
obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 
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redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.


 
READING	 	 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

	 God’s promise to David


1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, 
I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said 
to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”

  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 
6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 
7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 
16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 
throne shall be established forever.


A	 The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

READING Romans 16:25-27

	 The mystery revealed in Jesus Christ


25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the 
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eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.


A	 The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ALLELUIA

At his feet the six-winged seraph, 
Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, 
As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”


GOSPEL	 	 Luke 1:26-38

	 The angel appears to Mary


26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel 
said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 
departed from her.

 


Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON
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Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 265 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

   
SUNG CREED We Believe 

We believe in God the Father,

Maker of the universe,

And in Christ His Son, our Savior,

Come to us by virgin birth.

We believe He died to save us,

Bore our sins, was crucified,

Then, from death, He rose victorious,

Ascended to the Father's side.
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Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)

 

We believe He sends His Spirit

On His church with gifts of power.

God, His word of truth affirming,

Sends us to the nations now.

He will come again in glory,

Judge the living and the dead.

Every knee shall bow before Him,

Then must every tongue confess:

 

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 
need.


Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy 
season we pray for our neighbors of other denominations 
and faiths. Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate 
understanding among us and strengthen us in love and 
service to our community. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have 
belongs first to you. Bless and protect the seas, mountains, 
plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us 
humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the 
lowly. We pray for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify 
the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with 
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leadership, to create societies in which everyone can 
flourish. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things 
and send the rich away empty. Nourish those who lack 
access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of 
advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. 
Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear 
us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. 
Surround everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit 
with your tender presence. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our 
forebears. We give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von 
Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, 
dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. 
We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in 
our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.


Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


 
PEACE 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

We give thanks, heavenly Father, because in coming to dwell 
among us as human, Jesus revealed the radiance of your 
glory, and brought us out of darkness into your light.  In our 
joy we proclaim your glory with all the choirs of angels:


 

All Singing:  Angels we have heard on high 
                    Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
                    And the mountains in reply 
                    Echoing their joyous strains: 
                    Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
                    Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

                    Come to Bethlehem and see 
                    Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
                    Come, adore on bended knee, 
                    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
                    Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
                    Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 


WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

 

Stand as you are able

BLESSING


SENDING CAROL       The King of Glory Comes Israeli Song 
 

Refrain:       The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.

                    Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.

 

Verses	         Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?

	            He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages.  Refrain

 

                    In all of Galilee, in city or village,

                    He goes among his people, curing their illness.  
Refrain

 

                    Sing then of David’s Son, our savior and brother;

                    In all of Galilee was never another.  Refrain

 

                    He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation;

                    He took upon himself the sins of the nation.  Refrain

 

                    He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen.

                    And he will share with us his heavenly vision.  Refrain

 

DISMISSAL


Be the light of Christ.  Proclaim the good news. 

Heal the sick.  Share your bread with the hungry.

Thanks be to God.


 

POSTLUDE	 Masters in This Hall	 James Biery

!  11


	December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

