
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
January 31, 2021 - 4th Sunday after Epiphany

“Jesus taught them as one having authority.”
 [Mark 1:22]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, 
who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the 
power of God’s works.  For the church, these are ways of pointing 
to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and 
worlds.  We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which 
we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would 
claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

 

PRELUDE Jesus, Come!  For We Invite You	 James Biery


BELL

 

Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!


 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation.  Amen.

 

People of God, in baptismal waters we travel with Christ from 
death to life.  Our past, our sin, our failure, our doubt, and 
our shame are drowned and gone.  You, O God, wash us 
clean.

 

Our fear, our confusion, our self-righteousness, our despair  
-- ALL are washed away by grace.  You, O God, wash us 
clean.
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Our pride, our hypocrisy, and other people’s opinions of us 
no longer have the power to define us.  You, O God, give us 
new life.

 

The Spirit lives and moves through us now, a great and joyful 
mystery, so that we may bring love and healing into the world 
as the body of Christ.  You, O God, give us new life. 

 

Rejoice that God has claimed us in this baptismal grace, not 
by our own doing or believing, but by God’s mercy alone.  
You, O God, give us new life. 

 

And so, as we begin worship, we give thanks to God for the 
gracious gift of baptism that joins us together in Christ by the 
Spirit’s power.  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we 
are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

 

We praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.


 

GATHERING HYMN         Rise, Shine You People ELW 665
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GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 		
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your 
radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our 
Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth 
to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 


Sit


PSALM 111

	 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

1Praise the LORD!

 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

 in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

 2Great are the works of the LORD,

 studied by all who delight in them.

 3Full of honor and majesty is his work,

 and his righteousness endures forever.

 4He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;

 the LORD is gracious and merciful.

 5He provides food for those who fear him;

 he is ever mindful of his covenant.

 6He has shown his people the power of his works,

 in giving them the heritage of the nations.

 7The works of his hands are faithful and just;

 all his precepts are trustworthy.

 8They are established forever and ever,

 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.

 9He sent redemption to his people;

 he has commanded his covenant forever.

 Holy and awesome is his name.

 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

 all those who practice it have a good understanding.

 His praise endures forever. 


Stand as you are able

ALLELUIA VERSE  (Tune: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence)

 


Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the Words of Life!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  You have the Words of Life!
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GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28

	 The healing of one with an unclean spirit


21They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, "What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are, the Holy One of God." 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and 
come out of him!" 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, "What is this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY         Healer of Our Every Will ELW 612 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our 
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.


For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ 
throughout the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, 
and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God.

 
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water 
and soil, forests and farms; and for those tasked with 
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protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us 
pray. Have mercy, O God.

 
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue 
professionals and legal aid attorneys, elected officials and 
grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of 
civil society, llet us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are 
sick and hospitalized, those living with HIV/AIDS, those 
struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 
homeless, and all in any need (especially); for caregivers, 
hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray. Have 
mercy, O God. 

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, 
those absent from worship, those celebrating birthdays or 
anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for 
other needs in our community (especially), let us pray. Have 
mercy, O God.


For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, 
in thanksgiving for the baptized who have died in the Lord, 
let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or 
silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.


 

PEACE MUSIC There Is a Balm in Gilead 
 

Stand as you are able

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE FOR EPIPHANY

 

Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 

We give you thanks, O God, for making your love evident 
from the beginning of time when you spoke the word that 
replaced the darkness of chaos with life-giving light.  
Through your love for the world, the Word became flesh 
and lived among us full of grace and truth.  The angels 
caroled “glory to you in the highest heavens and peace to all 
people on earth”.  We join with them and all people to praise 
your holy name: 
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Holy God, as the Wisemen with their treasures were 
overwhelmed with joy on finding Jesus, so we are 
overwhelmed by the depth of his love for us. 

 

Send the power of your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread 
and wine, O God, that we may experience the presence of 
the Word-made-flesh – Jesus Christ.  Breathe your Spirit in 
us that we may be one body with him – living out his 
ministry in this world today and every day. 


 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS

 


We thank you, living God for your Son, Jesus, who sustains 
us in the wilderness and the garden alike.  As Christ has 
loved us, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors.

 

Let us pray for our brothers and sisters here and around the 
world who are sick from the coronavirus.  May God console 
them and grant them healing.

 

Let us pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus.  
May God console them and grant them peace.

 

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public 
health officials and all civic leaders.  May God grant them 
courage and skill as they seek to respond to this 
emergency with compassion and in service to all.  Amen.


 

BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN  ELW 886 
O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing





 

DISMISSAL

	 Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news,

	 heal the sick, share our bread with the hungry.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE Festival Voluntary	 Flor Peeters
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