
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
March 28, 2021 - PALM SUNDAY

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”
 [Mark 11:9]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking 
contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of 
glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by 
even his closest friends.  Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his 
complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, 
forsaken.  Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human 
suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and 
bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant 
with all people.  We enter this holy week thirsty for the 
completion of God’s astonishing work.


 

PRELUDE	 Trumpet Tune	 David Johnson


BELL 

WELCOME



PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor (1-4) 
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GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 	 	
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

SONG OF PRAISE       The King of Glory Comes Israeli Song 
 

Refrain: The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.

                    Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.

 

Verses	 Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?

	 	 He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. Refrain

 

	 	 In all of Galilee, in city or village,

	 	 He goes among his people, curing their illness. Refrain

 

                    Sing then of David’s Son, our savior and brother;

                    In all of Galilee was never another. Refrain

 

                    He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation;

                    He took upon himself the sins of the nation. Refrain

 

                    He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen.

                    And he will share with us his heavenly vision. Refrain

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY


Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human 
heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, 
keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues 
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sit

READING Psalm 31:9-16 
	 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

9Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress;
 my eye wastes away from grief,
 my soul and body also.
 10For my life is spent with sorrow,
 and my years with sighing;
 my strength fails because of my misery,
 and my bones waste away.
 11I am the scorn of all my adversaries,
 a horror to my neighbors,
 an object of dread to my acquaintances;
 those who see me in the street flee from me.
 12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;
 I have become like a broken vessel.
 13For I hear the whispering of many — 
 terror all around! — 
 as they scheme together against me,
 as they plot to take my life.
 14But I trust in you, O LORD;
 I say, "You are my God."
 15My times are in your hand;
 deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.
 16Let your face shine upon your servant;
 save me in your steadfast love.

READING Philippians 2:5-11

	 Humbled to the point of death on a cross


5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 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  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father.


Stand as you are able

GOSPEL VERSE


 

GOSPEL Mark 11:1-11 

Jesus enters Jerusalem  
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 
street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks 
on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead 
and those who followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna!

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.


Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

 

SERMON

Time for reflection
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Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY     Lamb of God (Your Only Son) ELW 336

 

SUNG APOSTLES’ CREED


(Tune: Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters)

 

We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,

Son of God in human frame,

Virgin-born, the child of Mary

Upon whom the Spirit came.

 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

Like a lamb to slaughter led,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

Heaven’s king to rule and reign,

To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

 

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:

Saints of God in one communion,

One in holiness and love.

So by faith, our sins forgiven,

Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,

We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.


 

Stand as you are able
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, 
the world, and all in need.

In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your 
church humility. Redeem your people from pride and the 
certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and empower 
us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great. 

In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation 
awaiting resurrection: restore lost habitats and endangered 
species. Create new possibilities for areas affected by climate 
change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new 
growth.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all 
nations, instruct the powerful, that they would not exploit their 
power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide those 
who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.  

On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with 
those who are condemned to death. Defend those who are 
falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are 
mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer; grant respite 
and renewal. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.


You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain 
hospice workers and funeral directors. Bless this 
congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan 
and lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer 
support in grief. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.  

You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We 
praise you for the faith you have given to people of all places 
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and times. Give us also such faith to trust the promises of 
baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the 
dead. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.  

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 


PEACE (Music   Jesus, Remember Me   ELW 616) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
  

BLESSING

	 Let us bless our God;


Praise and thanks to God.

 

	 May God who has brought us from death to life

	 	 fill us with great joy. 


May almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless us now and forever.  Amen.


 


 8



Stand as you are able

SENDING HYMN            Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347



 

DISMISSAL

	 Go now to follow the way of Jesus: 
	 see others as he did; 
	 dare to give freely as he did; 
	 and to love unconditionally as he did.


Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE Ah, Holy Jesus	 Helmut Walcha


	 Who was the guilty? 

	 Who brought this upon thee?

	 ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;

	 I crucified thee.
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