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April
“My Lord and my God.”
[John 20:28]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship

“God expects but one thing of you, and that is that you should come
out of yourself in so far as you are a created being made and let
God be God in you.”
Meister Eckhart
PRELUDE

Piano Song

Paul Halley

BELL
GATHERING PRAYER
Hallelujah!
Praise God in the holy temple.
Give praise in the glorious heaven above.
Praise God who is mighty in deed.
Give Praise for God’s excellent greatness.
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Hallelujah!
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WHOLENESS
O God, Your love is boundless and your grace exceeds
our imaginations. You keep finding ways to be among us,
even when our hearts are hidden, even when the doors of
our souls are locked. You seek us out. We cannot hide,
but we can confess that sin and human brokenness has
us in its grip. It has lead us from your ways, and
corrupted our best intentions, making us believe that you
don’t notice, that you aren’t even present. Correct our
vision. Cleanse our hearts. Create in us a place where we
can welcome you and receive the fullness of what you
have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Silence for reflection
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ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS
Live and trust into the assurance that in Christ, hate, division,
vindictiveness, gracelessness and cruelty do not win the day.
The love of Christ restoring and renewing humanity and our
world is the final word.
Thanks be to God, in Christ we are given new life!
GATHERING HYMN

Thine Is the Glory

GREETING
The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe
and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not
seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
READING [Celebrate Insert]

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

14aPeter,

standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
[the crowd], 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say:
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you,
as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says
concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on
his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

A
C

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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READING [Celebrate Insert]

1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to
suﬀer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus
Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him;
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

A
C

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Sit
ALLELUIA VERSE

Stand as you are able
GOSPEL

John 20: 19-31

19When

it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he
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breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.”
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name.

A
C

The grass withers and the flower fades but the word of God
endures forever.
Thanks be to God.

Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
SERMON
Time for reflection

Far and Away Places
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Stand as you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Us Break Bread Together

SUNG CREED
We Believe
We believe in God the Father,
Maker of the universe,
And in Christ His Son, our Savior,
Come to us by virgin birth.
We believe He died to save us,
Bore our sins, was crucified,
Then, from death, He rose victorious,
Ascended to the Father's side.
Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)
We believe He sends His Spirit
On His church with gifts of power.
God, His word of truth aﬃrming,
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Sends us to the nations now.
He will come again in glory,
Judge the living and the dead.
Every knee shall bow before Him,
Then must every tongue confess:
Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection,
we join the people of God in all times and places in praying
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence
God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the
church the gift of women as your witnesses: as preachers,
teachers, and leaders (especially). Open our ears to their
proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas
pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in glorious
harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in
the song. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict;
we set our minds on fear and greed rather than on your rule
of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your
cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those
who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the suﬀering, and the dying,
assuring them of your loving presence (especially). Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this
day: musicians, ushers, greeters, worship assistants,
preachers, readers, and all others who provide welcome and
hospitality in our midst. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and
defeated the powers of evil. We remember those who have
died (especially). Inspire us to live our lives in this
resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all
for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
OFFERING
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Stand as you are able
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
With thanksgiving and unending joy we echo on earth
the song of the angels in heaven
as they praise Your glory forever:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Stand as you are able
SENDING PRAYERS
We thank you, living God for your Son, who sustains us in
the wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved
us, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors.
Let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and
around the world who are sick from the coronavirus. Let us
pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May
God console them and grant them peace.
We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public
health oﬃcials and all civic leaders. May God grant them
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this
emergency with compassion and in service to the
common good. Amen.
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Christ is risen!
POSTLUDE

Benedetto Marcello
The Heavens Declare the Glory of God
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