GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURC
May 2, 2021 - 5th Sunday of Easte
I am the vine, you are the branches
[John 15:5

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us
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Evangelical Lutheran Worshi

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life
with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the
branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual
abiding described in the gospel and the rst letter of John.
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self
and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food
to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out
to bear fruit for the life of the world.
PRELUD

O Blessed Spring

O blessed spring, where Word and sign
Embrace us into Christ the Vine:
Here Christ enjoins each one to be
A branch of this life-giving Tree.
Through summer heat of youthful years,
Uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,
The boughs will shout for joy again.
When autumn cools and youth is cold,
When limbs their heavy harvest hold,
Then through us, warm, the Christ will move
With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.
As winter comes, as winters must,
We breathe our last, return to dust;
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing
And trust the promise of the spring.
Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
Be praised for this blest mystery:
That Word and water thus revive
And join us to your Tree of Life.
Susan Palo Cherwien © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 1993.All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #646016.
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BELL
Stand as you are able
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the minister begins.
Blessed be God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word
made esh, the Lord and giver of life. Amen.
Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for
God’s mercy.
A time for re ection
God of peace, we confess that we are not at peace with
others or with ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us
apart: discord in our families, violence in our world, our
own con icted hearts. In your mercy, mend us.
Reconnect us with one another and with you. Let peace
reign over all the earth, through the Prince of Peace, our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us
grace upon grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins,
love that can heal every broken heart. In the name of Jesus
our Savior, we are free from all our sins. Amen.
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GATHERING HYM

Now the Green Blade Rise

ELW 379

GREETING
The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also
with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may
bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
READING

Philip teaches and baptizes the Ethiopian
26An

Acts 8:26-40

angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness
road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court o cial of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the
good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came
to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop,
and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on
his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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READING
God’s love perfected in love for one another

1 John 4:13-21

7Beloved,

let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the atoning sacri ce for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in
us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we
have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides
in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection
in love. 19We love because he rst loved us. 20Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they
have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand as you are able
ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the Words of Life!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!

fi

fi

7

GOSPE
Christ the vine

John 15:1-8

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the re, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father
is glori ed by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

Sit
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
SERMON
Stand as you are able
HYMN OF THE DA

Alleluia! Jesus Is Rise
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Stand as you are able
SUNG APOSTLES’ CREED (paraphrased)
(Tune: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing)
We believe in God the Father,
God almighty, by whose plan
Earth and heaven sprang to being,
All created things began.
We believe in Christ the Savior,
Son of God in human frame,
Virgin-born, the child of Mary
Upon whom the Spirit came.
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Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
Like a lamb to slaughter led,
Su ered under Pontius Pilate,
He descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
Heaven’s king to rule and reign,
To the Father’s side ascended
Till as judge he comes again.
9

We believe in God the Spirit;
In one Church, below, above:
Saints of God in one communion,
One in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,
We shall rise with him in glory
To the life that knows no end.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and
answer in steadfast love.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your
church abides in you. Cleanse us by your word and give
yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at
the beauty of creation, may we seek vital connections among
all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of
the earth assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead
not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all
in need of your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak,
or fearful. Provide for the needs of all. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
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You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit.
With them, may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
PEACE MUSI

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Stand as you are able
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Thanks to you, O God, for the power of your loving Spirit, who
forms life out of chaos and dust. We bless you for your Spirit,
who ignites the words of the prophets.
We praise you for your Spirit who brings your people
together in unity.
Glory to you, O God, for the comfort of your Spirit. By your
Spirit your Son preached and healed, rebuked and forgave.
Dying on the cross for a wounded world, he gave over his
Spirit. Risen from death, Christ pours out your Spirit on all
who believe.
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On this bread and wine, Come, Holy Spirit.
On this earth, its waters and lands and skies, on plants and
animals, and even on the stars, Come, Holy Spirit.
Shower on us your gifts of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
Sanctify the whole earth with your truth. Bring us at the end
with all your children into your homeland of mercy.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Stand as you are able
SENDING PRAYERS
Merciful God, hear our prayer for all who su er from the
coronavirus. May those who are infected receive the
proper treatment and the comfort of your healing
presence.
May their caregivers, families, and neighbors be shielded from
the spread of the virus.
Give comfort to those who grieve the loss of loved ones.
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Protect and guide those who strive to nd a cure, that their
work may conquer the disease and restore communities
to wholeness and health.
Help us to rise above fear. We ask all this in the name of your
Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
BLESSING
Stand as you are able
SENDING HYM

Shout to the Lor
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DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Share the good news. Go in peace.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION
Regular Office Hours:
Mailing Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Website:

Monday - Friday - 9 AM to 3 PM
1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA 94947
(415) 897-2123
church.office@gslcnovato.org
www.gslcnovato.org

PASTOR’S INFORMATION
The Rev. Daniel Christian
RevDan@gslcnovato.org
(415) 897-2123
OUR MISSION
As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, and
powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to:
Grow in faith and discipleship,
Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed,
Love others as Christ loves us, and
Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service.
OUR STAFF
Rev. Daniel Christian ................................................................................................Pastor
Laura Fitzpatrick ............................................................................Upper School Director
Kristin Lorenz ................................................................................Lower School Director
Falon Barmaki...................................................Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin.
Gina Johnson ...................................................................................................Bookkeeper
Stephen McKersie ...................................................................Director of Music/Organist
SERVING IN WORSHIP
The Members of Good Shepherd ...........................................................Servants of Christ
Rev. Daniel Christian................................................................................................ Pastor
Stephen McKersie ..................................................................................Director of Music
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