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Born of water and Spirit.
[John 3:5]

 

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something 
about who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there 
is community within God.  Our experience of this is reflected in 
Paul’s words today.  When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his 
Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays 
within us, creating between us and God the same relationship 
Jesus has with the one who sent him.

 

PRELUDE	 	 Robert Hobby

	 	 Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the Darkness

 

BELL

 

Stand as you are able


God be with you.

And also with you.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!


 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,

          as the presiding minister begins.


Blessed be God, who forgives all our sin,

          whose mercy endures forever.  Amen.

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us 
remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.

Silence for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against 
you, against one another, and against the earth entrusted 
to our care.

 

We are worried and distracted by many things, and we fail 
to love you above all else.
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We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from 
our neighbors in need.

 

Forgive us, so that we may live in the freedom of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive in 
Christ, forgiving us all our trespasses by taking our sins to the 
cross.  Christ has set us free: rejoice in this good news!  
Amen.


 

GATHERING SONG ELW 413 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty  
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GREETING

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 	 	
	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you.

 

KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-
Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, 
and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless 
joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

 

Sit

READING Isaiah 6:1-8

	 Isaiah’s vision and call


1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And 
one called to another and said:  
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 
the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth 
with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 
I; send me!”


READING Romans 8:12-17

	 Living by the Spirit


12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him.
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Stand as you are able

GOSPEL ALLELUIA

 


Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the Words of Life!

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!


 

GOSPEL John 3:1-17

	 Entering the reign of God through water and the Spirit


1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”


 

Sit

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
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SERMON

Silence for reflection

 

Stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 735 

Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 

  
SUNG APOSTLES’ CREED (Tune: Thy Strong Word)

 


We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

Earth and heaven sprang to being,

All created things began.

We believe in Christ the Savior,

Son of God in human frame,

Virgin-born, the child of Mary

Upon whom the Spirit came.
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Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

Like a lamb to slaughter led,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

Heaven’s king to rule and reign,

To the Father’s side ascended

Till as judge he comes again.

 

We believe in God the Spirit;

In one Church, below, above:

Saints of God in one communion,

One in holiness and love.

So, by faith, our sins forgiven,

Christ our Savior, Lord and friend,

We shall rise with him in glory

To the life that knows no end.


 

Stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. 
Revitalize and renew us, that we may be reborn once again 
through the waters of baptism and the blowing wind of your 
Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; 
for cedar and oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of 
thunder. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your 
Spirit, they work towards a world where all of your children 
enjoy peace. We pray especially for (nations currently 
experiencing war or turmoil may be named). Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims 
and survivors of trauma or violence. Give respite to those 
living with PTSD or any other mental health concerns. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for this worshiping community, that the splendor of 
your majesty and the holiness of your mystery may be 
glorified through our worship and our relationships with one 
another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the 
faith (especially). We remember also those whose lives have 
been lost due to the horrors of war. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding 
grace.  Amen.


PEACE MUSIC Come, Join the Dance of Trinity 
 


Come, join the dance of Trinity,

before all worlds begun –

the interweaving of the Three,

the Father, Spirit, Son.

The universe of space and time

did not arise by chance,

but as the Three, in love and hope,

made room within their dance.

 

Come, see the face of Trinity,

newborn in Bethlehem;

then bloodied by a crown of thorns

outside Jerusalem.

The dance of Trinity is meant

for human flesh and bone;

when fear confines the dance in death,

God rolls away the stone.
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Come, speak aloud of Trinity,

as wind and tongues of flame

set people free at Pentecost

to tell the Savior's name.

We know the yoke of sin and death,

our necks have worn it smooth;

go tell the world of weight and woe

that we are free to move!


Richard Leach © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Used by permission

 

Stand as you are able

SENDING PRAYERS


 

Holy God, you have blessed our country with great bounty.  
For this, we are thankful.

 

Holy God, you have imbued the people of this nation with 
bravery and a willingness to serve.  For this, we thank you.

 

Holy God, you have blessed our nation with the spirit and 
determination to remain free.  For this, we are thankful.

 

Holy God, we pray that we will always be grateful for the 
sacrifices made to keep the United States the Land of the 
Free.  May it always remain so.  Amen.


 

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG	 This Is My Song ELW 887

 

DISMISSAL

          Go in peace.  Live in love, as Christ has loved us.

          Thanks be to God.


POSTLUDE Let Streams of Living Water Flow	 Gustav Holst 
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
    
 Regular Office Hours: Monday - Friday - 9 AM to 3 PM 
 Mailing Address: 1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA  94947 
 Phone Number:   (415) 897-2123 
 Email Address:   church.office@gslcnovato.org 
 Website:  www.gslcnovato.org 

PASTOR’S INFORMATION 
The Rev. Daniel Christian 
RevDan@gslcnovato.org 

(415) 897-2123 

OUR MISSION 
As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, and 

powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to: 
Grow in faith and discipleship, 

Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed, 
Love others as Christ loves us, and 

Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service. 
  
OUR STAFF 
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Laura Fitzpatrick Upper School Director ............................................................................
Kristin Lorenz Lower School Director ................................................................................
Falon Barmaki Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin. ...................................................
Gina Johnson Bookkeeper ...................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music/Organist ...................................................................

SERVING IN WORSHIP  
The Members of Good Shepherd Servants of Christ ...........................................................
Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ................................................................................................
Stephen McKersie Director of Music ..................................................................................
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