
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
July 31, 2022 - 8th Sunday after Pentecost

“Life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 
 [Luke 12:15]

WELCOME
We’re glad you chose to worship with us this morning.

9:30 A.M. Evangelical Lutheran Worship



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who 
are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of 
life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all 
kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism 
have also been raised with him and are encouraged to 
elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To 
that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and 
the encouragement of God’s word. 

PRELUDE 	 


BELL 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.


We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family.Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 

John anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word 
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 
promise and servants of all.


We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and 
above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives 
with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
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To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.


Stand facing the cross.

GATHERING HYMN             Baptized in Water ELW 456
 

GREETING  

	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

	 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  And also with  

you.
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SONG OF PRAISE               Amazing Grace ELW 779

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal 
of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject 
what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in 
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

READING	 Colossians 3:1-11 
1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: 
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fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is 
idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming 
on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also 
once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now you 
must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 
practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

GOSPEL READING Luke 18:1-14 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray 
always and not to lose heart. 2He said, "In a certain city there 
was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 
people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to 
him and saying, 'Grant me justice against my opponent.' 4For 
a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 'Though I 
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.'" 6And 
the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will 
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day 
and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he 
will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

 5



9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous and regarded others with 
contempt: 10Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank you that 
I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth 
of all my income.' 13But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 
breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 14I tell 
you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all 
who humble themselves will be exalted."

Sit 

SERMON Jesus Teaching on Prayer
	  
Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY            What a Friend ELW 742
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OFFERING  

OFFERING PRAYER  
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your 
love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth 
and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen. 

SUNG CREED We Believe 
We believe in God the Father,  
Maker of the universe, 
And in Christ His Son, our Savior,  
Come to us by virgin birth. 
We believe He died to save us, 
Bore our sins, was crucified, 
Then, from death, He rose victorious,  
Ascended to the Father's side.  

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times)  

We believe He sends His Spirit 
On His church with gifts of power.  
God, His word of truth affirming,  
Sends us to the nations now. 
He will come again in glory,  
Judge the living and the dead.  
Every knee shall bow before Him,  
Then must every tongue confess:  

Chorus: Jesus, Lord of all, Lord of all. (Sing 4 times) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your 
church, bring reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of 
theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, 
and all who provide instruction for the building up of your 
church. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
  
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries 
out in distress, bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers, 
ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish 
the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
  
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities 
yearn for peace, bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for 
the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, 
first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the 
nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
  
O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed 
with the busy-ness of life, bring encouragement. 
Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or 
physical distress. Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
  
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety 
pervade your church, bring abundance and vitality. Guide 
the work of church councils and committees and give them 
clarity for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
  
O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your 
saints. Inspire us by their example of faithful living to set our 
minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
  

 8



Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold 
us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our 
holy Wisdom. Amen. 

PEACE 

Sit 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

People will come from the East and the West, the North and 
the South to sit at the table of the Kingdom of God.  All can 
come to this table. If you have been baptized in Christ, you 
are welcome. If you are seeking to know Christ, you are 
welcome. All can come, no matter where you are born, how 
much money you make, or who you love.


THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

O God before time, O God at the end,

          we delight in the splendor of your universe. 

Daily we praise your continuing creation,

          and we give thanks for your people. 

We glorify you, now and forever.

 

O God of the covenant, O God of the church,

          we come as your children to this table,

          and we give thanks for your presence

in congregations around the world.

We praise you, now and forever.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.

                                                

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 


DISTRIBUTION 

Stand as you are able

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with 
all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

 10



BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever.

Amen.


SENDING HYMN      Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471



DISMISSAL 

	 Go in peace. Christ is with you.


Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 	 
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Started in July we will begin live streaming our church services! 

~ Volunteers wanted ~ 

Get 3 hours of community service for 1 hour of Sunday volunteering. 
 You would be responsible for completing the set-up (just attaching 
the camera and connecting to the laptop), videoing the service and 
then putting the camera and computer back in the church office.  

This is a very important role so you would need to commit to 
being there the Sunday you sign up for.  

If you are interested in giving this a try please let me know. 
It should be a fun experience. 

Thanks and hope to hear from you soon. 

Susan Nissim 
415-302-8643 
sjnissim@gmail.com
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SUNDAY LECTORS, ACOLYTES & GREETERS NEEDED! 

We are looking for people of all ages to volunteer at Sunday Worship.  

Please contact Falon in the church office at 415-897-2123 or 
church.office@gslcnovato.org to volunteer. 

***Reading at Sunday Worship counts towards 1 volunteer hour***
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Mark your calendar…

• Pastor Dan On Vacation July 27 - August 10 
• Rally Day - September 11

A Memorial for Rakel Osterlund will be held  
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on  

August 27, 2022 at 10am 

Reception to follow

MEMORIAL FOR RAKEL OSTERLUND
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Would you like to sponsor altar flowers? We have many dates to choose 
from… 

You can give flowers for many reasons: in memory of loved ones who have died, in 
honor of the birth of a child, or any other important event in your life or theirs – or in 
thanks to God for a blessing or simply to give glory to God. When you give the 
flowers, your commemoration is shared with the congregation in the worship 
bulletin. 
  
After worship, the flowers are yours to take home or you may share them with family 
and friends. 
  
Sign up for a Sunday on the Flower Chart on the window of the church office, giving 
your preferred date(s), your name and your commemoration. Make checks payable 
to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. The cost for flowers on a Sunday is $30 – 
please write ‘flowers’ on the memo line of your check and offering envelope. 
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
Regular Office Hours:  Monday - Friday - 10 AM to 3 PM 
Mailing Address:  1180 Lynwood Drive, Novato, CA  94947 
Phone Number: (415) 897-2123 
Email Address:  church.office@gslcnovato.org 
Website:  www.gslcnovato.org 

PASTOR’S INFORMATION 
The Rev. Daniel Christian 
RevDan@gslcnovato.org 

  
OUR MISSION 

As a community formed by God’s grace, guided by His Holy Word, the Bible, 
and powered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to: 

Grow in faith and discipleship, 
Share the good news of Jesus through word and deed, 

Love others as Christ loves us, and 
Celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacrament and service. 

  
   
SERVING IN WORSHIP  
The Members of Good Shepherd Servants of Christ ..............................................
The Rev. Daniel Christian Pastor ............................................................................
Tom Wise Presider ..................................................................................................
Sandy Younglove Assistant .....................................................................................
Falon Barmaki Congregational Life Coordinator/Admin. ......................................
Benedetta Dalbesio Musician ..................................................................................
Carol Wise Lector ...................................................................................................

Many thanks to those who serve as Ushers, Greeters, Singers,  
Instrumentalists, and the Altar Guild. 

The flowers this week are sponsored by Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church.  

 - If you would like to sponsor the weekly flowers or be a reader please sign up 
on the sheet in the narthex - 
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